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;paugural address, and then recommended it in his | 
jaat annual message, no more than expressed the | 
desires of the Democratic party and the general | 
expectations of theentire country. IT believe that | 
-¢Cyneress do not make some provision for com- | 
wit cing this grand enterprise, necessary not 
merely to the development of the resources of the 
country and the safety of its people, but necessary | 
almost, a8 I believe, to the integrity of the Union 
_if Congress do not take some immediate and 
earnestand determined steps towards accomplish- 
invit, they will not meet the general expectations 
of the constituency that sent them here from every | 
nartof the country. I will not detain the Senate, 
sir, by further remarks on this subject. I am 
anxious rather to vote than to speak upon it. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri, if I understand it 
rebt, is to authorize the President in making his 
contracts, to allow the contractors to begin at a 

int below the mouth of the Kansas river. 

Mr. POLK. As far south as Fort Smith. 

Mr. MASON. If this rosd ever is to be built 
under the patronage of the General Government, 
| suspect that it must be done in one of two modes: 
either by direct appropriations from the Treasury, 
or upon the credit of the public lands through 
which the road is to pass. The bill introduced 
by the honorable Senator from California, and 1 


think followed in the main by those who have 
1 


| 


| 


| 
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when it was first introduced by an honorable Sen- | 


ator from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,] who, all here re- 


gret, is no longer with us, it was, as the amend- | 


ment of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] 


proposes, upon a direct authority to the President | 


to make a contract for the construction of the 
road. As it is now presented oe the honorable 


Senator from California, the product, as I under- | 
stand, of a select committee, it is not an authority | 


to the President to construct the road, but it is an 
authority to the President to make a contract for 
carrying the mails and the troops, munitions of 
war and Government supplies, from the eastern 
States to California, upon a railroad that has no 
existence, on the expectation that this contract 
will be of a character to invite the construction of 
the road. Who is to construct it? The billdoes 
not say whether it isto be constructed by a pri- 
vate operator, or by an associated company, or 


| by acorporation; but it is intended to invite, upon 


the bonus held out by the bill, an operator or op- 
erators from some quarter to construct the road 
upon payments to be made in advance by the 
Government, to be retributed at a future day by 
the use of the road in the manner provided by the 
bill. 

Now, let us look atit. In the first place, it is 
the commencement of a new policy on the part 


| of this Government. I recollect very well that, at 


offered amendments, provides for both—direct |! 


appropriations from the Treasury, and contribu- 
tions from the public domain. “A contribution 
from the Treasury of $25,000,000 will be but a 
beginning, and a very small beginning as far as 
money goes, but the contribution out of the public 
domain may or may not be really a productive 
fund, depending upon the value of the lands that 
may be granted. 

Mr. IVERSON, Will the Senator from Vir- 
ginia allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator seems to speak 
of the $25,000,000 as a contribution. Do I under- 
stand by that that he means it is a gift to the road 
which isto draw after it other concessions of a 
similarcharacter? If so, thatis not the bill. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the bill perfectly, 
if the Senator will allow me. 

Mr. 'VERSON. Then the Senator ought to | 
represent it properly. 

Mr. MASON. I represent it correctly, as I 
appreciate it. It is a direet appropriation of 
$25,000,000 from the Treasury, upon a stipula- 
tion that, under certain circumstances, it shall be | 
paid back. The bill speaks for itself, and each | 
gentleman will determine for himself what prob- | 
avility there is, if this sum of $25,000,000 is paid 
out, that any portion of it will ever come back. 
Ido not believe a penny will. 

| was saying, however, that if the road ever is 
builtfrom contributions made by the Government, 

I apprehend that the real substantial contribution | 
at last will be in the public domain; and if it is to | 
ve undertaken, [ should think, with the honor- 
able Senator from Missouri, as well from the | 
chances to get the road built as from justice to all | 
sections of the country, the largest latitude should | 
be given as to the eastern terminus of the road; | 
because it may be found—I do not believe it will | 
be found, but ‘it may be—that lands lying in one 
Section of the immense territory reaching to the | 

Acific may be more valuable and more produc- | 
tive than others. If a contractor is allowed to 
choose the route, other things being equal, he cer- 
tainly would choose that route where he would 

nd the most valuable lands, whether south or 
north. I should think, therefore, that full lati- 
tude should be given upon the scheme of this bill 
‘o locate the road wherever this portign of the 
public contributions shall be found most avail- 
able, which will depend upon the character of the 


fountry through which it is to pass. So much | 
for that. 


his bill has been before us frequently before 
—hot this particular bill, but this measure—and | 
IN various shapes. According to my recollection, | 


101 


the inauguration of the great system of railroads 
that has now been carried into successful execu- 
tion in that part of the country where railroads 
are wanted, this was a favorite policy more than 
once presented to Congress, and the argument 
was this: ‘*‘ As the Government certainly must 
use the road when it is made, for the purpose of 


| transporting the mail, and must pay for the use 
| of the road in thus transporting the mail, it is not 
| asking a great deal that the Government should 


| work is done.” | 


enable us the better to construct the road, or the 
sooner to construct the road, by advancing the 


capital which will represent the interest they will | 


pay for the transportation of the mails when the 
That areument was advanced 
more than once and in the most plausible manner. 
It was never, according to my recollection, yield- 
ed; but the roads were made without it—roads 
extending now for thousands of miles, from the 
extreme of the eastern States to the extreme of 
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| sult? 


the western States—constructed by capital invited || 


from every quarter where the great source of cap- 
ital is to be found. Why? Because it was be- 
lieved the investment would be a profitable one to 
those who entered into it. The Government did 


nothing except, I think, in some instances, to give | 


a credit for the duties on the railroad iron that 


was imported for the purpose of constructing the 


roads. 
But now it is asked that the Government shall 


| take the initiative, and by a system of bounties 
| prescribed in advance, shall invite the labor and 


| the capital of the country to construct this road | 
In the | 





i 


to the Pacific; and what is to be given? 
first place, in money $25,000,000, to be advanced 
as fast as sections of twenty-five miles of the road 
are completed, to an amount equal to $12,500 per 
mile; and the party making the contract, in addi- 


tion, is to have conveyed to him alternate sections || 


of the public land through which the road shall 
pass, for its whole length, forty miles wide; that 
is, twenty miles on each side of the road. Es- 
timating the road at two thousand miles long, 
which, I believe, is about the average estimate, 
this would give some twenty-five million six hun- 
dred thousand acres of land. This is the bonus 
that is held out to induce capitalists or contractors 


to advance their labor or capital in the construc- 


tion of this road. 

[ think I understood the honorable Senator from 
California, who has given to this subject probably 
more attention than any other gentleman among 
us, to say in the remarks he submitted the other 
day, that the average cost of the road—having 


reference to the various routes contemplated— | 


would beaboutone hundred million dollars. Well, 


that is an estimate; but if we can take it as cor- | 


rect and rely upon it, let us see whether any sub- 
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stantial contractor, either in the form of a private 
or & corporate company, could be found who 
would in good faith embark seventy-five million 
or fifty million dollars with the vernment’s 
twenty-five million dollars and twenty-five million 
acres of land, and take a common risk. There 
are Senators around me who are much better in- 


| formed of the experience of the railroads of the 


ae) as far as they have gone, than I profeas 
to be, but still I have some information about it; 
and I think I hazard little in saying, that of the 
thousands of miles of roads now constructed in 
every part of this country, connecting the most 
important points of the Union, north and south, 
east and west, and passing through the densest 
population, and those parts of the United States 
where the great commercial business of the coun - 
try is transacted, there are very few making re 
turns for the capital invested in them. I think it 
has been found as the experience of the country, 
that the transportation of freight upon railroads 
is more a source of loss than a source of profit. 
It has also been found, that whatever may be the 
travel passing over roads between distant points, 
a road falls speedily into a state of decrepitude, un- 
less it has resources from what is called the way 
travel or the travel of the country through which 
the road passes. In other words, no railroad, no 
matter through what part of the Union it passes, 
is found in a prosperous condition unless it passes 
through a densely-populated country, and is sus- 
tained by the way travel. 

Then Il would ask whatinducements, what othe: 
than illusory inducements, would be held out to 
any contractor, bona fide, to embark his time, his 
labor, his capital in copartnery with the Govern 
ment in the construction of this road, if such is 
the real experience of the railroads of the country, 
as far as they have been constructed? I should 
think very little. Then what wouid be the re 
Why, sir, I must be again allowed to say 
that, coming from the part of the country from 
which I come, and accustomed to witness the oc 
cupations of the people amongst whom I reside, 
I have as littl knowledge, perhaps less than mo: 
Senators around me, of the character and pur 
poses and objects of those who form the great 
mass of contractors upon public works, the man - 
ner in which those works are made, the mode in 
which persons are invited to bring out capital in 
aid of their operations, and the results when the 


| capital is brought out and expended; but I think 


I may say that certainly in every contract with 
which the Government has anything to do, and 
to a very great extent in contracts that are under 
the immediate and exacting supervision of private 
owners, the result most generally is, that while 
the contractors are enriched, the capitalists, or 
those who advance the money, are impoverished. 


| Now, what must be the result, if the Government 


enters upon this scheme? That it is a desidera- 
tum, none can doubt; that it would be a matter 
that would’ be fraught with great and beneficial 
results to the country, none can doubt, if we had 
a railroad in practical operation connecting the 
Atlantic with the Pacific States. 

The honorable Senator from Missouri has said 
that the West are not only eager and earnest for 
it, but are almost demanding tt. Doubtless they 
are; and so is California; and that very earnest- 
ness and demand will have the effect, if ever we 
commence the work, almost to compel the Gov- 
ernment to go on with it and to finish it. If it be 
commenced under the auspices of this bill upon a 
stipulation to advance only $12,500 per mile, and 
to give to the contractors alternate sections of land 
twenty miles wide on each side of the road; here- 
after, when it shall be ascertained, as in due time 
it will necessarily be ascertained, that these ad- 
vances are utterly inadequate to the construction 
of the road, and when the credit which may be 
built up on these public lands shall be exhausted, 
and the credit of the contractors, whatever it may 
be, in like manner be exhausted, then this demand 
will come from the West, and from California, and 
from other sources, and say: ‘* Well, the Govern. 
ment has not only embarked itself in this enter- 
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prise, but it has induced others to embark in it; || recently, by giving gratuities to all the soldiers 


it has induced them to embark in it on expecta- | 


tions which have not been realized; the contract- 
ors are ruined; there is a mass of debt unpaid; the 
work remains unfinished,’’ Every effort will be 


made, and successful efforts will be made, after | 
the Government begins it, to make the Govern- | 


mentend it; and at last, | may say, without claim- 
ing to be any prophet, or capable of any other rea- 


soning than reasoning to the future from the past, | 
the result will inevitably be, cost what it may, that | 


if the road is ever made, it will be made by the 


public Treasury of the country, and carry with it | 


all that immense system of contracts, an 
ronage, and of frauds, which must be ever attend- 
ant upon a work of this character in the hands of 
the Government. 

At what time is it now projected? Ata time 
when the business of the country is prostrate, 
when the resources of the Treasury are dried up, 
and we are borrowing money—$0,000,000 at a 
time—to carry on the most economical a 
tures of the Government. We have already au- 
thorized a loan of $20,000,000. Five million dol- 
lars of it, according to my recollection, have been 
taken up, and $5,000,000 more are now advertised 
for. If we look at the receipts from the customs 
we find that they are in truth almost dried up by 
the paralysis of onlanes inthecountry. At this 
time, with a Treasury in this condition, the bill 
proposes that it shall incur a debt at once of 

25,000,000 for the purpose of commencing this 
-acific railroad. 

I will not say, Mr. President—because if I did 
I should saoetbiet be laughed at—that I can find 
no warrant for this project in the Constitution 
anywhere. The Government is authorized to es- 
tablish post offices and post roads, and to carry 
the mails; but it has no further authority on that 
subject. Itis true, as was said by one of the Sen- 
ators advocating this measure, that if the Gov- 
ernment thought it wise and expedient, it might 


of pat- | 


become its own earrier of the mail, but it has | 


never done it; and I suppose it cannot be said it 
ever was in the contemplation of those who framed 
the Constitution, or those who have, up to this 
time, administered it, that the Government had 
»ower, under that clause of the Constitution, to 
build a railroad for the purpose of having the mail 
carried. 

My sincere and thoroughly founded belief is, 
that if the Government can be induced to touch 


this scheme with its little finger, it will find itself | 
committed, in all after time, to have the work | 


done, cost what it may—far more if it can be in- 
duced to embark in it upon the stipulations con- 
tained in any of these bills—to advance money, 
from time to time, for the construction of the road, 
and to give the public lands asa source of credit to 
enable the additional supplies to be obtained. I 
think, sir, if the billshould be passed into a law, it 
will be fortunate for the whole community that the 
great mass of public lands through which the road 
is to pass are really worthless, and that no credit 
can be built up upon them; for if a credit could be 
built up on them proportionate to the demands 
of the road, we shoul 


have acted over again, and | 


in the most exaggerated form, that which we have | 
just passed through, and which is called, I think, | 


in commercial phrase, the great revulsion of the 
umes. 


I do not know in what light other Senators have | 


looked at this matter; but I have been most for- 
cibly impressed with the conviction that the re- 


|| timated the cost at $100,000,000. 


vulsion through which we have just passed, and | 


passed to a great extent by actual bankruptcy in 
wiping off the debt without payment, has resulted 
from the improvident cessions made of the public 


lands in the immense northwest country, for the | 


building of speculative railroads. 
very well to have seen, as doubtless most other 
gentlemen have, in the condition of things devel- 
a during the last twelve months, chiefly in 

ew York, where this credit was acquired, that 
the great mass of the debt of the country existing 
at that time and wiped out by actual bankruptcy, 
arose in the attempt toconstruct railroads in States 
notready forthem. ‘The process was a very sim- 
ple one. The great class of speculators who are 
to be found everywhere where speculation is to be 
carried out, made large acquisitions of the public 
ands—acquisitions that they were enabled to 


make, getting the lands almost for a song, through || would be brought over it, amounting to what I do 
that system of bounties instituted in Congress |! not know. 


I remember || 


| 
i 
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rience of the roads which have been made. tha. 
road through a country of that character, oo 
| that extent, could not be expected to be able ; 
| pay itsownexpenses. Hence, if itis to be work j 
jat all, it isto be worked at the expense of th 
Government. ae 
Well, Mr. President, what sort of a Govern. 


who have served even fourteen days, in any of 
the wars, bringing down the public lands to the | 
lowest possible value. These were sold in the | 
market, and the bounty lands given to the soldiers | 
were quoted every day at eighty or ninety cents 
er acre, instead of the minimum price of $1 25. | 
“hey were purchased up by speculators located || ment should we have then? Itis very difficult t 
in the Northwest, and then the next step was to || say what sort of a Government we have now lt 
project a railroad, which should give their lands | is very easy for gentlemen to see the successive 
value, on the theory that the lands would give || departures from the line and theory and the oli. 
value to the railroad. All that was done, or rather || cy of the Government as we received it, but ic _ 
the foundation for it laid, through the improvident || very difficult to say what form of government a 
cessions of the property of the country, in the || resulted when ali these departures have exercised 
shape of bounty lands to railroads. | their necessary influence upon the administratio 
I do not remember the figures; but Ido remem- || of affairs. But, if we had a railroad two a. 
ber this: that in the great debt of the country | sand miles long, passing through a country the 
which has now been wiped out by a shameless || greater part of the way always to be destitute of 
bankruptcy, to a vast extent, a great portion of || pereeiee to be worked at the public eXpense 
it was found to be connected with northwest- || 1 should appeal to honorable Senators who hay. 
ern railroads, and the credits built up by them || looked closely and jealously and justly at any ex- 
upon the cessions of the public lands. The pro- || tension of the existing patronage of the Govery- 
cess, I believe, was somewhat like this: A com- | ment, to see what a fruitful crop would come jn 
pany was chartered to.make the railroad. The || from a railroad administered by this Government 
State turned over to it the lands ceded by Con- || —a ne more fruitful in patronage and corruption 
gress. They went to work; issued the bonds of || than all the custom-houses and post offices of this 
the company to get the money, and based these || broad land. I am free to admit that I can see 
bonds upon the credit of the lands; and when the || nothing but that necessary result if the road ever 
bubble burst, it was found that additional credits || could be made by the Government, and to be ad- 
had been built up by borrowing money upon the || ministered of necessity by the Government as 9 
bonds, and it all went ‘* like the baseless fabric of || bankrupt road—a road dependent upon public ex. 
a vision,’’ as soon as the necessities of the times || penditure to carry it on. 
compelled them to look into the actual condition || _ I said that, according to the table presented by 
of their affairs. the honorable Senator from California, there were 
I say, then, I should consider it fortunate for || fourteen hundred miles of uncultivated land on the 
the whole country, in case a bill of this kind || line of this road. The honorable Senator from 
_should pass, if it were found that the lands || Missouri says that one of the explorers, Lieuten- 
through which the road is to run are worthless, || ant Whipple, has traced a southern route, where 
and that no such system of fraudulent credit can || you would pass very few miles, at any point, 
be built up on them; and I suspect that such will || without finding wood and water and grass. That 
be found to be the case. || is a very different account of the country from 
Then let us see how itis. In the table to which || what has been given to us, not only by the ex- 
I adverted a few minutes ago, which the honor- || plorers, but by the philosophers who know the 
able Senator from California, with that industry || physical causes that are operating upon that coun- 
and diligence which we all know belong to him, || try; and who have a theory—and a theory that 
had compiled from these great volumes of railroad || is carried into fact, by its existing condition—that 
surveys, I have found that the average length of || the greater portion of it can never be otherwise 
the various routes which have been surveyed (or || than a desert, simply because the rain never falls 
rather explored, for they have not been surveyed) || upon it, or falls in such small quantities as to pre- 
is about two thousand miles. In that distance of || cludethe possibility of having a stable population. 
two thousand miles, according to the computation || The nomadic tribes that wander cheounh it, and 
of the explorers, there is an average of some one || who have wandered through it for centuries long 
thousand three hundred or one thousand four hun- || before our ancestors came here, were necessarily 
dred miles of country, through which the road is || nomadic in their habits, from the impossibility 
to pass, where the lands are reported to be gener- || of having a fixed residence. ‘They were like the 
ally uncultivable, arable soil being found in small || tribes in the deserts of Arabia. They would go 
areas. It is possible that in the remaining six || from oasis to oasis. A shower falls-in particular 
_ hundred miles, lands may be found which would || regions of the country, and brings up the grass, 
| enable the contractors to build upacreditto some || and the buffaloes go there, and the Indians go 
| extent in aid of this Government contribution of || after them; and when it is exhausted they go off 
| money; but it would be to a very small extent. || to another spot, where another shower has fallen 
Then one of two things must happen, supposing || and brought up more grass, and to which the buf- 
the road to be carried on: either that the road || faloes come. The great mass of the country must 
would break down and be stopped for want of || remain, from physical causes always to operate, 
| means, or, what is far more napeebleninted I || a desert waste, unfit for the habitation of man. 
should say, what would be the necessary alterna- || Such is its present condition; such, as long as 
tive—that the Government would be called upon, || physical causes remain, as they always have, sta- 
and would find itself in a condition obligatory to bie in their character, must ever be its condition. 
shoulder the whole burden, and to make the road 
at the public expense directly, if it could be made 
jatall, 
The honorable Senator from California has es- 
I do not claim 
any right to estimate at all further than from gen- 
eral report and general intelligence. If the road 
is to be two thousand miles long, the road and the 
equipment to work it | think might be put with 
_ safety nearer two hundred million dollars. Well, 
_afteritisdone, how isit tobe worked? Ifitisdone, 
| either as the property of the contractors, or as the 
| property of the imaginative States to whom it is 
| to be hereafter surrendered, or as the property of 
_ the General Government as the residuary legatee || it would debauch the morals of this people be- 
| of a bankrupt concern, how is it to be worked? || yond recovery. It would be the fruitful parevt 























And you are to carry this railroad through four- 
teen hundred miles of such a country, In order 
that we may at once effect a connection between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific States. 
Mr. President, I can hardly look at the conse- 
uence that would follow upon the enactment 0! 
this bill into a law. The improvident waste of 
money would be as nothing, however many hun- 
dred millions it might cost; but it is the unsettling, 
the loosening, the destroying of the fabric of the 
Government itself that we are to look to. If the 
Government should embark itself in this syste™ 
of patronage and expenditure in the loose mannct 
in which all such expenditures must be conducted, 


If Lam correct in my estimate of the experience | of a hundred more of these schemes which would 
of the railroads at present in operation, it cannot || be devised only for the purpose of poeeries 
e have 


| be worked from any avails to be derived from the | would fad to nothing but plunder. | . 
road. The road will not contribute money enough | gone far enough already, I should think, in the va 
/to work it. It cannot do it; it will have no way |! that has been made of the public property by : . 
travel; it will have comparatively no travel upon |! cessions to railroads, under the delusive idea the 
| it except those who are passing between the Pa- || we were improving the value of the public domain 
| cific and the Atlantic termini, and such freight as || in giving them to these corporations. Now, ve 
are to go this further step under the illusion E 
making a contract with a company that does n° 


But I know, in looking to the expe- 
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xist in order to invite such a company into ex- | 
t ence, to invite the construction of this road, and 
ai ccompany this great cession of the public do- 
ani with direct contributions from the Treasury 
to the amount of $25,000,000. I confess that I 
am unable to foresee what its results would be in 
breaking down the Confederative Government, or 
in converting it into one of entire consolidation. 

[ shall deem it my duty, sir, to oppose this bill 
and every kindred one which contemplates either 
money or lands from the public Treasury to build 
arailroad. I have opposed them all heretofore by 
my vote, and occasionally in debate, even when 
presented in a far less dangerous form; but if we 
are to go into this system of legislation, placing 
the money and the property of the Government || 
in the hands of contractors without security, and | 
without the possibility of getting security, bring- || 
ing a whole swarm of speculators, and all the || 


speculative minds and speculative interests of the | 
country to the door of the Treasury, we shall cer- | 
tainly never satiate them, and the consequence 
must be that the Government will become a Gov- | 
ernment administered, if not by, exclusively for 
the benefit of, speculators and monopolists; to | 
advance which I shall contribute nothing by any 
yote of mine. 

Mr. GWIN. Before the Senator from Virginia 
sits down, I should like him to indicate what plan 
would meet with his support, that would bring 
about a connection by land between the Pacific | 
eoast and the rest of the States of this Union. I 
desire to know whether he contemplates, or is 
willing to support, any plan which would give us 
that kind of connection, which would enable us 
to pass from one section to the other ir time of 


war. 

Mr. MASON. I will answer the Senator with 
great pleasure. I will say to him that I do not 
think there is any feasible plan that could be de- 
vised in any mode, looking to the condition of the | 
country, unless we could find some body, corpo- | 
rate or real, with capital and resources enough to | 
build the road and to pay all its expenses after- | 
wards; and, therefore, I do not think there is an 
feasible plan by which it can be done. But I will 
sy further, that I am aware of no plan by which | 
it ought to be done, with any other aid from the 
Federal Government except that which is ex- || 
tended to all railroads that can be advantageously | 
used by the Government, after they have been 
made from other resources;and the Government 
should not be a party to them. 

Mr.GWIN. Then I understand the Senator || 
to say, that he advises no plan, proposes no plan, | 
for this connection, and hence there must be an 
inevitable separation of this Union in the event | 
of war with a powerful nation, by the connection 
being cut off between the various sections of the 
Republic, for the want of just such a communica- | 
tion as it is now proposed to make by this bill, as 
a great military necessity. I shall understand | 
him, then, as taking the position that the Pacific 
coast is to be separated from the rest of the Union, 
if, unfortunately, we should have a war with any 
nation more powerful at sea than we are, so as to 
cut off our oceanic communication; and that he 
will not attempt, in time of peace, to make any 
provision by which the Republic can be kept with | 
. present boundaries in the event of the casualty 
ot war, 

Mr. MASON. The honorable Senator seems 
‘oimport that I have a better opinion of the region | 
of country from which he comes than he has him- 
self. Ihave no idea that there is any nation on 
earth powerful enough to take possession of our 

acificcoast, and keep it against this Government, 
unless—what Iam sure he would not wish to be | 
done—the Pacific country assented. It is very 
possible, that ina war with any great maritime | 
ower, they might pounce down upon and take | 
possession of some of the Pacific cities; I do not 
know that they could even do that. I do not. 
know but that thins cities might be able to protect | 
‘hemselves, with such means as the Government | 
may have there; but I am very far from admit- 
ing that even if they were temporarily taken, it 
would necessarily dismember this Confederacy. | 
fl remember rightly, in 1814 the British army 
vere in possession, for a very long time, of por- | 
“ons of some of the New England States—I think || 
é the State of Maine; yet it was never supposed || 
‘hat the Government had been dismembered, be- 1 
cause we could not dislodge the enemy. lI 





| try, invites that our country shall be taken pos- 


| ly protected by the power of the Government || view. I willread his very words. He said, this 


day a week ago: 


_ this section of the Confederacy; and if the Sena- 


| ifornia even becomes stronger than she is now, 
of some points on the coast. But if the Senator | 


| federacy, or change and destroy the fabric of this 


| century, if not longer, and it is possible that in 


| that they held a little while. [Laughter.] 


| the people from California to defend it the next 


| them out in general, and let anybody who feels 


Mr. GWIN. The Senator, therefore, as we are | 


the weakest, and most remote section of the coun- 


session of by foreign nations. He would leave | 
us unprotected, while his own section is entire- 


having been heretofore exerted to develop its re- | 
sources, and to so connect it with the rest of the 
Confederacy that an immense force could be con- 
centrated for its defense, which makes it impos- 
sible for an enemy now, no matter what was done 
in 1814, to hold any portion of this Confederacy, 
with the solitary exception of the Pacific coast. | 
All we ask is to give us military connection with 


tor can devise a better plan than this bill l am for 
it. This is no favorite of mine. I am forhaving | 
a plan by which we can be connected with this | 


| section of the Confederacy, so that we can be as | 
/a nation ought to be—able to assist each section | 
of it, no matter what portion of it may be in- 


vaded by a foreign foe, if we ever have a war. 
Mr. MASON. I do not choose that the Sena- 
tor from California shall change the issue, so far | 


| as lam concerned. I would not permit a foreign 
| enemy to take possession of our country. What 
| I said was, that, at most, I presumed they could 


only get possession for the time being, when Cal- 


means to present this alternative, that we must 
either part with California as a State in this Con- | 


Government, in order to build a railroad to con- 
nect them, with every regret in the world in part- 
ing with the country of the honorable Senator, I 
should be constrained to say it must go. I would 
say to the Senator, however, on this subject of 
military supplies, it is hardly probable that we | 
are likely to have such a war, certainly for half a 


that time it may be found practicable to throw all | 
military supplies, to any amount, both of men 
and of munitions, across this very desert country, 
by the means of very large camel trains, and we 
may give them a camel train as a substitute for 
his railroad. 

Mr. HALE. I will remind the Senator from 
Virginia that, in his reminiscenses of the last war, 
he need not have gone all the way down East to 
find a country that the British got possession of, 
because I believe we are standing in a place now 


Mr. MASON. That is true. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. We wantarailroad to bring 


time. 

Mr. HALE. But, sir, I rose rather for inform- 
ation, and, as I do not like the mode of putting in- 
terrogatories directly to a gentleman, I will throw 


inclined to answer do so. I am in favor ofa Pa- 
cific railroad, but 1 am not going to say when or || 
how. I am in favor of it, probably, on some 4th 
of July; but, when we undertake to build it, we 
must have reference to all the surroundings; and 
not the least important, it strikes me, is the state 
of the Treasury. 

I understand that there will be a bill here be- 





GLOBE. 





fore long to borrow $30,000,000, before we get 
through the session. [ am told that the Secretary 
of the Treasury thinks that, with extraordinary || 
economy, if we shall be careful, as he will be, he 
may get along with borrowing $20,000,000; and || 
the question I want to ask will grow out of the | 

| 


statement of facts I am now going to make. 
I see it stated in various papers; in such a man- | 
ner that [ am inclined to give some credit to it, || 


| that it is the intention of the Administration, as | 


soon as they get the Kansas bill off their hands, 1 
to give their attention to another subject, which || 
will involve a very large expenditure of the pub- | 
lic treasure—and that is the purchase of Cuba. || 
We all know that when Mr. Buchanan was Sec- || 
retary of State under Mr. Polk, he instructed Mr. } 
Saunders, who was then our Minister to Spain, |; 

t| 





to offer ,000,000 for Cuba, and he could not | 
get it. Spain would not sell for that price. In 


|| addition to what I have seen in the papers, which |, 


seemed to me to be authentic, I have read an ex- || 
tract from a speech—which 1 did not hear deliv- || 
ered—by a gentleman of whom I may say, that || 
when I hear him speak, | think I hear Mr. Buch- j 
anan. I refer to the honorable Senator from |! 
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Louisiana, (Mr.Suipert.) He says that he was 
in favor, some time ago, of assisting what are 


/commonly called the fillibusters in taking Cuba. 


but he has abandoned that, and thinks everybody 
ought to give that up, and to entertain another 


*“ When I made, four years since, a movement for the sus- 
pension of our neutrality laws, | believed, as I now believe, 
that a large majority of the people of Cuba was prepared to 
make a vigorous effort to unrow off the yoke of their trans- 
atlantic oppressors.”? 


That evidently does not refer to a slave insur- 
rection. That was not the kind of yoke to be 
thrown off: 


* And, so far as my influence of councils could be use- 
ful, I was willing to aid them. I believed then, as I now 
believe, that a hostile feeling towards us then existed with 
the Governments of France and Great Britain, and that 
they desired to Africanize Cuba. I avail myself, gladly, 
of the oceasion to say that such, [ am satisfied, is not now 
the feeling of these Governments.”’ 


That is, they are not opposed to our taking 


| Cuba now. 


** Besides this, the people of Cuba, although still desirous 
of peaceful annexation, are not willing to run the risk of 
civil war and servile insurrection to become members of 
our Confederacy. Public policy must accommodate itself 
to circumstances; and any attempt to obtain Cuba, except 
by negotiation, should, in my opinion, now be abandoned.’ 


Ido not mean to ask the question; but if the 
Senator from Virginia will answer, I should like 


' to have him answer whether or not it is the inten- 


tion of the Administration to open that negotia- 
tion again, and to offer anything like the amount 
heretofore offered for Cuba? Because, if so, how- 
ever much we should like a Pacific railroad bill, 
we shall not have $100;000,000 to spare in the 
present state of our Treasury, after we have paid 
$200,000,000 for Cuba; and it would enlighten, | 
have no doubt, the judgment of some men on this 


/measure. I will not say how much influence it 


would have on my own vote, but it would en- 
lighten the judgment of some before they vote for 
what ooabd involve the Government in the ex- 
por of $100,000,000, to know whether it is to 
ye taken outof a Treasury that has been depleted 


$200,000,000 by the purchase of Cuba, or not; 


| because I think, notwithstanding all that the Sen- 


ator from Missouri has said of the greatness and 
the power and the enterprise of this country, it 
would hardly be competent to both these under- 
takings. 

Mr. POLK. The Senator will allow me to say, 
not atone time. Let us have the railroad first; 


|and then, if we can take the other afterwards, 


very well. 
Mr. HALE. That is the very thing I wanted 
to hear the Senator from Virginia upon: which 
oes first of these two, the Pacific railroad or Cuba? 
f Cuba is really the object of the Administration, 
(and to be serious about it, I think the Adminis- 


| tration owe it to the people to let it be known 
| whether this is Se aan this is their object, 


and this is a part of the settled policy of the Gov- 
ernment; because it is evident that it must ver 


sensibly influence the action of those who loo 
| to the condition of the Treasury to govern them 


in the vote they are to give on the proposition now 
before the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, before the 

uestion is taken on the amendment proposed by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, I desire 
to offer an amendment to his amendment. His 
amendment, if [ understand it, is, that the point 
of starting shall be between the mouth of the Big 
Sioux riverand FortSmith, on the western bound- 
ary of Arkansas. The amendment which I pro- 
pose is, that the northern point shall be on the 
western boundary of Minnesota, at Breckinridge, 
at the confluence of the Bois des Sioux with the 
Red River of the North. It is a point for a rail- 
road to which a grant of land has already been 
given to Minnesota. It is upon the line of the 


| proposed road as surveyed by Governor Stevens; 
and it is, in my judgment, upon that route which 


is capable of settlement upon the entire line up 
the Missouri river and down the Columbia river, 
and capable of being inhabited, and thickly in- 
habited, across theentirecontinent. Onthat route 
there is no desert plain of five hundred miles, or 
of one thousand five hundred miles; but at the 
very summit of the dividing ridge there is scarce 
five miles from a good pasturage on the one side 
to good pasturage on the other. I simply offer 
this amendment so that the question may be taken 
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between these two points—Breckinridge, at the 
confluence of the Bois des Sioux and the Red 
River of the North, and Fort Smith onthe south. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am very cer- 
tain the Senate is not now prepared for a vote on 
this subject. I may also say that I am not my- 
sclf prepared to vote on the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri. It reaches, in its ef- 
fects, my own State very materially. I have 
been disinclined to make any expression of opin- 
ion in regard to this subject. I have been so 
disinelined in consequence of the fact that I have 
really had no time to look into the question hith- 
erto "since the bill was first reported at this 
session. I sincerely desire to look into it some- 
what. If l am forced to vote now on the amend- 
ment submitted by theSenator from Missouri, 
with the other amendment which has been pro- 
vosed to it, which makes it still more offensive, I 
ust, as far as [ am individually concerned, I 
shall certainly vote against it. Although I can 
Imagine very readily that gentlemen from the 
State of Missouri may suppose that I might vote 
for it, | certainly shall not do so as at present ad- 
vised. I may be wrong in the impressions that 
are on my mind now. I desire to examine the 
question; and I have had no opportunity to do so 
heretofore. If there is no disposition to discuss 
it longer, (and I have not been disposed to cut off 
discussion myself, in any way, by making any 
motion,) | hope the Senate will adopt the motion 
which I beg leave now to submit, that the fur 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed unul 
to-morrow. 

Mr. IVERSON. Before that question is taken, 
I desire to offer some amendments. 

Mr.°- JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There is an 
amendment and an amendment to an amendment 
now pending, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
thechair.) Further amendments are not now in 
order. 

Mr. YULEE, Willa postponement interfere 
with the special order for to-morrow, the Private 
Calendar, which, I think, ought to be then taken 
up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such a motion 
interferes with no pending question for to-morrow. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before the vote is taken I wish 
to give notice of an amendment in addition to the 
one I moved yesterday, and that is to amend the 
seventh section of the billat the twenty-eighth line 
by striking out the residue of the section after the 
word ** provided”’ and inserting: 


‘That all the iron necessary to construct said railroad, and 
which may compose the track of the same, shall be of 
American manufacture. 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There is a 
strong disposition with a number of Senators, as 
we have fixed upon the day for the final adjourn- 
ment of Congress, (and I believe it very appro- 
priate,) that we shall dispose of some business on 
the Private Calendar. ‘To-morrow, it is true, is 
the vegular day for private bills; but that we may 
have some time to consider the question that has 
just been postponed, and devote some attention 
and study to it, I should like very much to have 
an adjournment over unul Monday next. With 
that view I wish to say thatI will proceed directly 
to move that we take up the Private Calendar. In 
the mean time, I move that when the Senate ad- 
journs to-day, it.be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. LVERSON. I trust that motion will not 
prevail. The Private Calendar has not bee: 
touched this session. [t contains many cases; and 
some of them, within my knowledge, of a very 
hard character, which really deserve the attention 
of Congress. We have resolved to adjourn finally 
oo the 7th of June. Unless we sit every day in 
the week, and sit a good many hours of each day, 
{ am satisfied that the public business will not be 
done. We ought, as we have agreed to adjourn 
on the 7th of June, at least to show a willingness 
to work during the time we have left. If wead- | 
journ over from Thursday to Monday of every 
week, and then adjourn finally on the 7th of June, 
two months earlier than is usual, what will the 
country say of us? 1 trust the motion will not 
prevail. I ask for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 


resulted—yeas 13, nays 35; as follows: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


thinks that, if we adjourn from Thursday until 
Monday every week, to the end of the session, 
we shall lose a great deal of time. This is nota | 
proposition of that kind. I do not expect, from 
now to the end of the session, to support another | 
such motion; but we have before us a bill which 
all the menrbers of the Senate, as far as [ under- 

| stand—and I know very well it is so in regard to 

| myself—have had no time toconsider. It is asub- 
ject of vast importance, and should be thoroughly 
investigated. 

Mr. IVERSON. The Private Calendar comes 
up to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am aware of 
| that; and I state to the Senator that, if the motion 
| be adopted to adjourn from Thursday until Mon- 
| day, which will give us the opportunity I and 
| others desire to examine the railroad bill, I shall 
move to-day to proceed to the consideration of the 
Private Calendar. I hope the Senate will then 
take up the Private Calendar, and consider it. I 
do not look on the Private Calendar, at the pres- 
ent time, as so execedingly urgent that we should 
| refuse to allow ourselves time to consider so great 
and important a public measure as the California 
railroad bill, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, we have been 
in session, I think, very nearly four months and 
a half. No single day has been devoted to the 
| Private Calendar in all that time. There has 
been ordinarily, early in the session, a resolution 
adopted, I do not know but that it is a rule now, 
allowing private bills to be considered on Friday 
of each week. Days are as importantto the other 
House as weeksaretous. The rules which gov- 
ern that body, and the number whicb constitute 
the body, do not allow it to dispose of business 
as readily as we ourselves. If, on to-morrow, 
| we can meet and devote the day to the consider- 
| ation of private claims, we shall forward them to 
that body one week earher than we shall if we 








postpone vur action until Friday of hext week. | 


{ too, with the Senator from Georgia, can say that 
L know there are many cases of private claims of 
| very great merit—claims which involve an obli- 


| gation upon us, in my opinion, to consider and | 


| to pass them or to reject them, as our judgment 
| shall lead us when we have investigated them. I 
sincerely hope we shall not adjourn over to-mor- 
| Tow. 


stop making long speeches, and go to work. I 
will make no long speech; I want to work. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


YEAS — Messrs. Bright, Clay, Crittenden, Evans, Fitz- 
patrick, Hammoud, Johusou of Arkansas, Mallory, Mason, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, and Yulee—13. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, Broder- 
ick, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Green, 
Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Youston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Tennessec, Jones, Polk, Pugh, Seward, Sim- 


mons, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and Wright | 


—35. 
So the motion was rejected. 
KANSAS——-LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. J. F. Canrer, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had agreed to the con- 


ference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing | 


| vote of the two Houses upon the amendment of 

| the House of Representatives to the bill (S. No, 

| 161) for the admission of the State of Kansas into 

| the Union, and had appointed Messrs. W. H. Ene- 

| ris, of Indiana, A. H. Srepwens, of Georgia, 
and W. A. Howarp, of Michigan, as managers 
at the conference on us part. 


COMMANDER THOMAS J. PAGE. 


Mr.MASON, There are two little bills on the 

Calendar for the relief of Commander Page, of the 

| Navy. He is about to leave the country, and | 
ask the Senate to take them up. They are very 
smali in amount. They have been reported b 
the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, and they both 
passed the Senate at the last session. It is his 
earnest desire that they shall be adjusted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. ‘To-morrow is 
private bill day, and we shall have all these mat- 
ters up then. I move that the Senate do now ad- 

ourn. 


Mr. MASON, 


I hope the Senator will with- 


| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkavsas. The Senator | 


'| leave the country ? 


But seven weeks more of the session re- || 
main, and I had hoped, when we fixed the day of 
final adjournment, we should do two things here: | 


will not occupy five minutes. 

The Senate refused to adjourn. 

The motion of Mr. Mason was agreed to and 
| the bill (S. No. 160) for the relief of Thomas } 
| Page was read a second time, and considered ' 
_in Committee of the Whole. wee 
| Its object is to direct the proper accounting offi. 

cers of the Treasury to audit and adjust the 
count of Commander T. J. Page, of the Nayy 
for his expenses in preparing his aceounts ieee 
ing purser of the United States brig Dolphin: hie 
the amount Lo be paid is not to exceed Seventy-five 
| dollars. , 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call for the 
reading of the report. 

Mr. MASON. The report is long, or longer 
| perhaps than the subject would authorize ip this. 
Mr. Page, as the commander of the steamer Water 
Witch, in South America, was made to act as pur- 
ser, and he asked to be allowed a sum of mone 


ac- 


| 


to compensate him for that service. The in 
} - . . 4 pitar 
| body of the report disallows it, and he is not ql. 


| lowed that. He asked further that he should |e 
| allowed for his expenses in having his accounts 
prepared for settlement as purser, and that was 
allowed, so the great mass of the reportdisallows 
| what he asks. The concluding paragraph is that 
| which allows what the bill gives him, and if the 
| Senator desires it, 1 will read that. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I would ask 

the Senator at what time Commander Page js to 
Why is it necessary that we 
'should take up this bill at this time, out of its 
‘\order? - 
| Mr. MASON. He has been ordered, as prob- 
| ably the Senator knows, to the same station in 
South America where he was before, and is to 
leave in the course of a very short time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. When is he to 
| leave? 

Mr. MASON. Ido not know. Probably in 
one, two, or three weeks, 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then we have 
plenty of time to hear the reportread. If he were 
| compelled to leave to-morrow I should be willing 
to take the bill on the Senator’s word, without 
|| hearing the report. 

Mr. MASON. _I have no objection to its being 
read, but it disallows the claim to a great ex- 
tent. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
reading of the report. 

The Secretary read the following report made 
by Mr. Matiory on the 18th of February: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Lieutenant Thomas J. Page, of the United 
States Navy, asking to be allowed the ity She purser for the 
time during which he commanded the United States brg 
Dolphin, aud performed purser’s duties on board said ves- 
sel, has had the same under consideration, and thereupon 
| submit the following report: 
| The memorialist alleges that “ in October, 1849, while on 

the East India station, he was appointed to the command 
of the brig Dolphin, and with the command was united the 
appointment also of purser.’’ He then proceeds to state that 
he performed the duties of purser on board said vessel, and 
adjusted his accounts with the Government as an acting 
purser; and he submits an account of the time so enployed, 
| and for which he claims compensation at the rate of ¢1,500 
|| per annum, making the sum $3,037 92. He does not ciaim 
|} to have been a purser, or to have received any appointment 
as purser or as an acting purser, but that he was appointed 
| 


I call for the 





to command the brig, and that “ with the command was 
united the appointment also of purser.”’ 

Your committee bave given to the memorialist’s clam 
very careful examination, with the view of affording bun 
the relief he secks, if it ean be granted consistently with the 
existing laws and usages of the Navy on the suiject; 4nd 
your committee is aware that many other officers ol this 
branch of the public service have occupied similar pos! 
| tions, and performed siimilar services, and that their clams 
also are involved in its action. . 

The records of the Navy Department show that fora very 
long period it has been the practice of the Secretary of the 

| Navy to direct the commanders of brigs, and other smaller 
| vessels, to purser’s duties, in addition to those o! 
commander. The duties of supervising the financial cov 

cerns of the vessels generally have long been, and still ar, 

Considered incident to the command of such vessels, —_ 
the exigencies of the public service do not admit of thei 

| havinga regular purser. Before the year 1845, officers com 
| 





mandiug and thus performing purser’s duties were perm 
ted to purchase their own “slops,”? &e., and to orp’ 
profit upon the articles furnished to their crews ; but the o°' 
of March 3, 1835, (see Statutes at Large, vol. 4, pace Th 
precluded officers of the Navy from receiving any incident 
allowances, except for traveling expenses, and for the = 
formance of the duties of a superion grade. In lieu ot we 
dental aliowances their pay proper was greatly ot “4 
As an example, the aggregate pay and subsistence o! 8) ; 
tenant on sea-service was from $965 to 6155, 0 
'| that of a lieutenant ———e in case of the wba 
| rialist) from 1,176 to $1,873; and it was consider 
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this increase of pay would compensate for such “ extra” 
‘vices as had previously been separately charged for. 
Your committee is not aware that any lieutenant com- 
s ‘ing has ever received any extra allowance for attend- 
son 10 the duties of purser on board of his vessel ; and when 


ne memorialist took command of the Dolphin, both the law | 
- i the practice of the Department under it were in opera- | 


ut in addition to the act just cited, the Army appropria- 
tion act of August 23, 1842, directing that— 


ceive 


+» any torm whatever, for the disbursement of public 


money, or any other service or duty whatsoever, unless the || 
cane shall be authorized by Jaw, and the appropriation | 
therefor explicitly set forth that it is for such additional pay, | 


extra allowance, OF compensation.”? 

The twelfth section Of the act of the 26th August, 1842, 
js mm these words: ; 

«No allowance or compensation shall be made to any 


clerk or other officer by reason of the discharge of duties | 
which belong to any other clerk or officer in the same or any | 


oter department, and no allowance shall be made for any 
extra services Whatever, which any clerk or other officer 
mav be required to perform.’ a 

The third section of the act of 3d March, 1839, is in these 
words : } ; . 

« No officer in any branch of the public service, or any 
other person whose salaries or whose pay or emoluments 
js or are fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any 
extra allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, 
for the disbursement of public money, or the performance 
of anyservice, unless the said extra allowance or compen- 
sation be authorized by law.’’—Statutes at Large, vol. 5, 


at Large, volume —, pages 542-43,) declares that ‘here- 
after the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, or other 
pay officers of the United States, shall in no case allow any 
pay to one individual the salaries of two different offices on 
account of having performed the duties thereof at the same 


time. But this prohibition shall not extend to the superin- 


tendents of the executive buildings.”’ 


The design of the legitimate construction of these acts 


cannot admit of a doubt. 

But the memorialist claims that he held two distinct of- 
fices, and exercised the duties of both, and is entitled to 
receive the pay of both; and he submits an extract from a 
decision of Chief Justice Taney, delivered in the case of 


“The United States vs. Joseph White,’ in the circuit court, | 


Maryland district, 1851, and also extracts from an opinion 


of Attorney General Crittenden, June 7, 1851, in support of | 


his claim. 
It is evident to your committee that the memorialist did 
not hold two distinct offices. The duties of a purser on 


board of small vessels like the Dolphin were incident to | 


those of commander, and compensation, in lieu of a distinct 
and separate allowance for them, had previously been made 
bylaw. That such incidental services afford no foundation 
fora claim for extra compensation was evidently the opin- 
ion of the chief justite in the case cited. He says: 

“4 Navy agent, therefore, (and the principle is equally 
applicable to any other officer,) is not entitled to compen- 
sation beyond his salary as fixed by law for any extra ser- 
vices, although such services may be out of the district for 
which he is appointed, and may more properly appertain to 
the duties of another Navy agent, or even to an officer of the 
Government filling an office of a different character. His 
je) is the only compensation for services required of him 
and performed by him if he holds no other office or appoint- 
ment.” 

The memorialist was nota purser; he pretends no ap- 
pointinent as purser; the duties of purser were incident to 
the command of the Dolphiu ; and they were discharged by 
“an officer of the Government filling an office of a different 
character.” 

The memorialist is not entitled, in the judgment of your 
committee, to the relief he claims. He alleges that, in the 


preparation of his accounts, in the varidus forms required || 


by the practice of the accounting officers of the ‘Treasury, 
he expended about seventy-five dollars. A reasonable al- 
lowanee should be made for this expenditure. A naval of- 
ficer cannot be presumed to be conversant with the accu- 
rate details so necessary in the preparation and adjustment 
of long standing accounts beyond the sphere of his ordinary 
and legitimate duties; and your committee report a bill for 
the relief of the memorialist to this extent. 


_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have no doubt 
in the world, from the reading of the report, that 
the bill ought to be passed. f think the evidence 
‘o establish the claim is amply sufficient. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr, MASON, the bill (S. No. 159) 
for the relief of Commander Thomas J. Page, of 
the United States Navy, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It will be a direction to the accounting officers 
of the Treasury. to allow to Commander Page, in 
Deinaitstment of his accounts as purser of the 
Unite States steamer Water Witch, credit for 
certain suspended items of accounts, not to ex- 
ceed the sum of $354 46. 

In addition to the duties of commander of the 
ship, he was ordered to perform those of purser, 
though he expressly requested to be relieved from 
them, because of his want of familiarity with them 
and with accounts generally. He was not even 
allowed a clerk by the Department. The extent of 
country to be explored, both by land and water, 
hecessarily invelved, at various limes, not only a 


«No officer of any braneh of the public service shall re- | 
any additional pay, extra allowance, or compensation, | 


ie 349. 
The act of 30th September, 1840, (United States Statutes | 





separation of portions of the officers and ‘‘ship’s 








| company”’ from the vessel, but also made it neces- | 


| 


| sary that the petitioner himself should be absent for | 


|| periods of from one to six months. If he had re- 


of purser, he could not have properly discharged, 
|| under his instructions, the more important duties 


| he was necessarily compelled to intrust to others 
| not only the command of the vessel, but the dis- 
charge of the purser’s duties also. From the di- 
versified character of the duties thus devolved 
upon him, it necessarily followed that the ac- 


| standing this, there is not the expenditure of the 
smallest amount of money whic 


| has not been recognized as made under the au- 
thority of his instructions. 
| The losses incurred, and for which he is held 


who deserted from the vessel in debt to the Gov- 
ernment; from errors made by the purser’s stew- 


mained on board, to attend in person to the duties | 


counts rendered were very numerous. Notwith- | 


has not been | 
fully accounted for, nor a bill contracted which | 


of the expedition, and, in obeying his instructions, | 


| responsible, arise from payments made to sailors | 


ard (on whom he was compelled greatly to rely) | 


in the calculation of the sailors’ terms of service; 
from errors in a bill of exchange; from errors 
made by the steward in the calculations, &c. 
During the three years and five months the peti- 
| tioner disbursed $112,000 in money, and ike 
$10,000 in provisions and clothing. 
| has been faithfully accounted for. The money 
for which he is held responsible was not spent 
contrary to law, but through ignorance, in part, 


relate to his duties proper, and he knew nothing 
of their existence, and, in part, through errors of 
the steward, in whom, as above stated, he was 


lation of accounts. The statements of the peti- 
tioner are fully sustained by his oath, and also 
by the certificate of Lieutenant William N. Jef- 
fers, one of the officers on the expedition. The 
items disallowed amount to $354 46; and, under 
the circumstances of the case, the Naval Commit- 
| tee, satisfied that Commander Page acted faith- 
fully and with his best abilities for the public in- 
terest, think he should have those credits allowed 
| in the adjustment of his accounts. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


ENROLLMENT OF VESSELS. 


whom was referred a bill (S. No. 127) to repeal 
the fifth section of an act entitled ‘* An act to au- 
thorize the register or enrollment and license to 
‘be issued in the name of the president or secretary 
of any incorporated company owning a steamboat 
or vessel,’’ approved March 3, 1825, have directed 
me to report the bill back without amendment, 
_and recommend its passage. 


Mr. SEWARD. [should like to have that bill 


| passed. 
| Mr.CLAY. Ihave no objection. 
| in which the Senator is interested. 
Mr.SEWARD. The registry act obliges small 
| canal boats that come down the Pennsylvania coal 
| canal and the Erie canal of New York to be regis- 
| tered, and it requires an oath to be taken, and that 
| oath is prescribed iti such language that the canal 
| companies cannot register their vessels without 
| swearing not only that they belong to them, and 
| that no officer or director is a foreigner, but that 
no stockholder in the company is a foreigner. 
The bill is simply to remove that latter difficulty. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill 


The whole | 


of regulations with which he could not have been | 
| supposed to be familiar, inasmuch as they did not || 


necessarily obliged to confide much in the calcu- | 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, to | 


It is a bill 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
1 reading, read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. IVERSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the Private Calendar, 
and take up the bills to which there shall be no 
objection. If any objection be urged to any bill 
which shall be reached on the Calendar, let that 
| bill go over until to-morrow. In this way we may 
trid of a good many bills on the Private Calen- 
ies to which there is no objection. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I interpose no objection to 
that; but before that motion is put, I hope the 
Senator will allow me to call up a little bill in re- 
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lation to regulating boats at custom-houses, which 
is connected somewhat with the bill that has just 
been passed. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
cussion? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
utes, I am sure. 

Mr. IVERSON. _I yield. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move to take up the bill 
(S. No. 247) to amend an act entitled **An act for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,’ passed February 18, 1793. 

he motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


Is it likely to give rise to dis- 


It will not occupy three min- 


| the Whole. 


It proposes to amend section thirty-seven of the 


‘act of February 18, 1793, so as to read: 


*< That nothing in this act shall be construed to extend to 
any boat or lighter not being masted, or if masted and not 
decked, employed on any of the rivers or canals or in the 
harbor of any town or city.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. IVERSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of such bills on the Pri- 
vate Calendar as shall not give rise to debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH CHASE AND OTHERS. 


The first bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 78) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to issue land warrants to Joseph Chase, James 
Young, and Alexander Keef. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 


| rior to issue to Joseph Chase, James Young, and 


Alexander Keef, of the State of Rhode Island, 
respectively, a land warrant for one hundred and 


| sixty acres of land, in consideration of their de- 


| when it was up before. 


tention as prisoners in the Dartmoor prison during 
a portion of the years 1814 and 1815. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JANE SMITH. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (8S. 
No. 87) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 


of Jane Smith, of the county of Clermont, State 
of Ohio. 


Mr. PUGH. Let it lie over. 
LUCINDA ROBINSON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 88) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Lucinda Robinson, of the county of Orleans, 
State of Vermont. 


Mr. PUGH. That involves the same ques- 
tion as the preceding bill. Let it lie over. 


GEORGE ASHLEY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 89) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of George Ashley, administrator de bonis non of 
Samuel Holgate, deceased. 

Mr. [VERSON. That bill was objected to 
It had better go over. 


JOHN ERICSSON. 


The next was the bill (S. No. 90) from the 
Court of Claims, for the relief uf John Ericsson. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Let that go over. 


CREEK DEPREDATIONS. 


The next was the bill (S. No. 26) to provide for 
the examination and payment of certain claims 
of citizens of Georgia and Alabama on account of 
losses sustained by depredations of the Creek In- 
dians. 


Mr. HALE. Let that go over. . 
NAHUM WARD. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 93) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Nahum Ward, which was reported adversely 
from the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. 1VERSON. Let that bill go over. 


ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


No. 30) for the relief of Elizabeth Montgomery, 


heir of Hugh Montgomery. ee 
Mr. CLAY. 1 must object to considering that 
bill. 
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Mr. BAYARD. That bill was before the Sen- 
nte on a former occasion. It was under consid- 
eration; the report was read. I hope it will not 
be passed over now. 

Mr. CLAY. It will come up to-morrow. 

Mr. BAYARD. Why not let it come up now? 

Mr. CLAY. Becaus> I wish to read the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A single ob- 
jection carries it over under the order of the 
Senate, 


AGATHA O'BRIEN. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 101) for the 
relief of Mrs. Agatha O’Brien, widow of Brevet 
Major J. P. J. O’Brien, late of the United States 
Army. 

It provides for the payment to Mrs. Agatha 
O’Brien, of such sums of money as may be found 
due to her late husband, as captain of artillery, 
from the 3lst of December, 1849, when he was 
last paid, to the 31st of March, 1850, the day of 
his death, and for balancing his accounts on the 
books of the Treasury. 

The memorialist states * that her late husband 
was assistant quartermaster United States Army 
from 1847 to the time of his death, and, as such, 
disbursed large sums of public money at various 
places, particularly at Camargo, Mexico, and In- 
dianola, Texas. hile actually in the perform- 
ance of his duties, he was seized with cholera and 
died after a few hours’ illness, at Indianola, on 
March 31, 1850, necessarily leaving his accounts 
in a very unsettled condition. Upon a settlement 
of his accounts at the Treasury, a balance of about 
seven hundred dollars stands charged against him, 
while his pay and emoluments, for the quarter end- 
ing on the day he died, are to his credit, $335 50. 
The memorialist prays for the passage of an act for 
her relief, directing the balance to the debit of her 
late husband be canceled, and that the quarter’s 
pay due him on March 31, 1850, be paid to him.’’ 

The Military Committee, in investigating this 
case, find the facts to be substantially as stated in 
the memorial, except that Major O’Brien is also 
largely indebted to the United States, since 1847, 
on property account. But in view of the circum- 
stances of his sudden death; that he was ever zeal- 
ous and scrupulous in the discharge of his duty; 
that he was a brave and gallant officer; that he 
leaves a widow and children in a destitute condi- 
tion, they reporta bill for the relief of the memo- 
rialist, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS PHENIX, JR. 


The bill (S. No. 102) for the relief of Thomas 
Pheenix, jr., was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its purpose is to authorize the Secretary of War 
to pay to Thomas Phenix, jr., during the time he 
was acting as eee r’s clerk, in the employ- 
ment of J). Randall, mapeniy paymaster general, 
the sum of three dollars a day, deducting there- 
from the sum of $500 per annum already received 
by him. 

The petitioner, during the war with Mexico, 
was employed by D. Randall, deputy paymaster 


general, as his clerk, and received his regular pay | 


of $500 per annum fora little more than two years. 
The disbursements of the deputy paymaster gen- 
eral at New Orleans were very heavy, and would 
have justified the employment of extra clerks. 
The expense of additional clerks, however, was 
saved to the Government by the extraordinary 
efforts of the petitioner, under the assurances of 
the deputy paymaster that he should be allowed an 
increased compensation for these services, which 
increased compensation has been allowed to many 
other paymasters’ clerks under the same circum- 
stances. The justice and equity of this claim are 
acknowledged by the paymaster general and by 
the Secretary of War. The latter officer admits 


that if Colonel Randall had paid the increased | 


compensation now claimed, it would have been 
allowed by the Department, as being in strict ac- 
cordance with law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was read the 
third time, and passed. 


SIMON DE VISSER AND JOSE VILLARUBIA. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


| 103) for the relief of Simon de Visser and José 
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Villarubia, of New Orleans. | 
Mr. SLIDELL. I have written to New Or- 
leans for some information on the subject of this | 
bill; and if it be of the character I expect, it is | 
robable I shall interpose no objection. 1 should | 
like it to go over to-day, with the consent of the | 
Senator who reported it. I ask that it be passed | 

over until to-morrow. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Of course; with the under- | 
standing that it be taken up to-morrow, it may | 

o over. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am not satisfied at present 
that it ought to — but I think that in a few 
days I shall be able to say to the Senator from 
Georgia, that | have no objection. Letit go over 
until to-morrow. 

The bill was passed over. 


O. H. BERRYMAN AND OTHERS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
108) from the Court of Claims, for the relief of O. 


H. pores and others. it 


Mr. IVERSON. That is objected to. 


MOSES NOBLE. | 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 

109) from the Court of Claims for the relief of 
Moses Noble. A 


Mr. CLAY. I object to that. 


JOHN M’VEY. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 53) for the relief of John McVey, which had 
been reported upon adversely by the Committee | 
on Pensions. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ordinary 

' question in these cases is onthe indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill. The Chair will put that 
question if no objection be made. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If there is a 
report in regard to it let it be read. I have no ob- 
jection to its being rejected, if there is no good 

, ground on which to support the bill; but I should 
like to hear the report, stating the reasons of the 
committee for their action, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let it lie over. 

The bill was passed over. 

LIEUTENANT NATHANIEL WEEKS. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 113) for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Nathaniel Weeks, deceased. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I object to that bill. 
The bill was passed over. 


AMISTAD CASE. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 114) to indemnify the master and owners of 
the Spanish schooner Amistad and her cargo. 

Mr. FOOT objected to the bill; and it was 

passed over. 
J. HOSFORD SMITH. 


of J. Hosford Smith. 


Mr. CLAY. I wish to call the attention of the || 


Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] to this 
bill. I think a bill for the same purpose was re- 
ferred only yesterday to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; let this bill be passed 


over. 


pose is under their consideration now. 
The bill was laid aside. 


JEREMIAH PENDERGAST. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, next 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 116) for the 
_relief of Jeremiah Pendergast, of the District of 
Columbia. It proposes to place his name on the 
pension roll at six dollars a month from Septem- 
ber 4, 1856, to continue during his life, in heu of 
his present pension. 
r. TOOMBS. Read the report in that case. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Let it lie over, 
then. 
| The bill was passed over. 


|| JOHN SCOTT AND HIS SURETIES. 

|| The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
'| Whole, to consider the bill (S. No. 118) for the 
| relief of John Scott, Hill W. House, and Samuel 
| O. House. 

| Its design is to release John Scott, principal, 
‘| and Hill W. House and Samuel O. House, sure- 
| ties, from a judgment recovered against them by 


i 


1} 


|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Let 


The next was the bill (S. No. 115) for the relief | 


Yesterday a similar proposition was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and I sup- |, 





as April 15, 


the United States, on the 4th of April, 1855. ; 
the district court for the northern district of Flo. 
ida, upon a contract awarded to John Scot, = 
carrying the mail upon route No. 3503, from _ 
Orieans to Key West, from January 15, 1353 . 
June 30, 1855. eaves 
Mr. HALE. 


’ I should like to hear the re 
for that bill. 


ason 
Let the report be read. =; 


if the reading of the report is called . mn Gier 
Mr. YULEE. The report is very brief, and | 
presume the Senator from Arkansas will have no 
objection to its reading. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Very well, 


The Secretary read the following report 
by Mr. Yunee on the 2d of February. eam 


The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
whom was referred the memorial of John Scott, beg _” 
to report: 7 , 

That the memorialist seeks relief from a judgment ob 
tained against him and his sureties for failing to carry into 
operation a contract for the conveyance of the mail on route 
No. 3503, from New Orleans to Key West. 

It appears that, in 1852, an advertisement was issued in- 
viting proposals tor conveying the mail by sea between New 
Orleans and Key West, and thatthe contract was awarded 
to the said Scott for the sum of $20,000. 

‘The route was a new one, and never having been in op. 
eration, it was difficult to estimate the worth of the servien 
and the sum proposed by Scott proved, by the subsequent 
experience of the Department, to be vastly less than was 
| necessary for the support of the route. 

This fact, however, is not adverted to as a basis for the 
relief of the petitioner, but as explanatory, in part, of the 

| difficulty he experienced in organizing the means to carry 
his contract into effect as promptly as might otherwise haye 
| been practicable. Immediately upon being informed that 
the coutract was awarded to him, the petitioner proceeded 
diligently to prepare for its execution ; and, in his efforts to 
obtain steamships suitable for the purpose, he visited New 
| Orleans, and all the principal northern cities as far as Port- 
| land. Finding it impossible to obtain suitable steamers at 
| any reasonable price, and the limited interval for commenc- 
ing service not affording time to build them, he applied for, 
and obtained, an extension of time until the Ist of March. 
| He alleges, further, that, having been unfortunately taken 
sick at Washington, he was unable to continue his efforts, 
and did not succeed in effecting an arrangement for a suit. 
| able steamer until the middie of March, when he arranged 
| with Captain Montgomery, who had a new steamer nearly 
completed at Baltimore, and informed the Department of 
the arrangement, and that the service would be commenced 
in five weeks. 

Before the expiration of that time, the Department gave 
the contract to Samuel 8. Green, for $26,000 per annum, 
and instituted a suit against the pesitioner for damages, 
which suit resulted in the judgment from which he seeks 
reliet. 

The contract was made December 9, 1852, and required 
the commencement of service on the 15th of January fol- 
lowing, an interval of only five weeks. ‘The petitioner ap- 

| pears to have employed that very brief time diligently in the 
| endeavor to obtain a suitable steamer, and having failed, 
| obtained an extension of six weeks more ; but, in the mean- 
| 


while, being prostrated by sickness, he was disabled from 
| pursuing his object, and did not effect an arrangement uatil 
| a few days after the expiration of the time. 
|| Upon an investigation of the history of the service since 
| that time, it appears that no real damage was caused to 
| the Government, for the price at which the contract was 
| awarded would have been totally insufficient to sustain the 
|| service. 
||  Itseems that the contract was transferred, first, to James 
| C. Green, for $26,000 per annum, who, after performing the 
service very irregularly for a few months, failed, and it was 
relet to W. C. Templeton, for $42,000, who also performed 
the service very irregularly ; that it was afterwards let to 
| E. G. Rogers & Co., for $41,000, who also failed, and the 
contract was successively retused by two parties at $48,000; 
that it was then let to J. M. Howell & Co., for $70,000, who 
| likewise failed to put the service in operation ; afterwards 
to John B. Camden, at the same rate, who failed; and, 
finally, to the present contractors for $70,000, and no dam- 
ages have been sought against either of these other parties. 
Taking into view that the route isa new one, and thal it 
|| Was, therefore, diflicult to estimate the proper value 0! the 
| service ; thattue petitioner proceeded in perfect good fait), 
and with great activity and devotion, and at a good deal of 
|| personal expense, to give effect to his engagement; and 
|| that his failure to commence the service within the bref 
_ time allotted, was owing to a providential visitation, whic 
|, prostrated him with sickness in the midst of his efforts ; and 
|| that he had, in fact, notified the Department of his having 
i 
i 


|| made suitable arrangements before the contract was (rans 
| ferred to Green ; and considering, further, that the — 
| ence of the service has demonstrated tat it a a 

| to be performed for any sum a ing thai 

|| the contract was awendat ; and that no damages have been 

sought against any of the subsequent failing contractors, the 

|| committee have deemed it a suitable case for the applics, 

Hy tion of a just public clemency, and accordingly recommen 
| & remission of the penalty recovered against the petitioner. 

| A bill to that effect is herewith reported, and its pass#s° 

| recommended by the committee. : 

| The bill was reported to the Senate —— 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a th! 

| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| DAVID MYERLE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (5 
No. 120) for the relief of David Myerle. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Let that go over 
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JAMES BELL. | be eamreeeee os a third reading, rea On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois 
he the bill (S. No. 125) for the relief | “Me and passed. it was 
a apes Ne eee of ee Bell, de- Mr. CLAY. I move that the Senate do now || Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
of ne ene 





a the third || 
} 





a . from the f siderati ing bills, reso! 
-oased; Which the Secretary proceeded to read. —— lil ee tion Ged sention ond Ginn smase a Sees the table. 
Mr. CLAY. I object to the interest allowed in _the motion was agreed to; there reINZ ON & || and the reports ordered to be printed, viz: 
‘ Sea rn ct an 14, noes 11; and the Senate ad- : , bill for a local board of inspectors at New Albany, 
os F er Be re journe Ee narana, 
The bill was passed over. iJ —-—.—— e: bil providing for an Inspector’s district at Napoleon, in 
: LA MAYA ARREDONDO. 1g 2PRESEN S ey rh 
JOSE DE ; . HOUSE OF REPR ESENTATIVES. A bill for the improvement of the navigation of the falls 
The next bill on a ee was os bill (S. Tuvrspay, April 15, 1858. of the Ohio river; referred to the Committee on Roads and 
’ wW 7 > 1 p ‘T}- ‘ a 85 
No. 126) for “S oy ‘ M, e aaa va oP The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer A resolution of the House, with regard to the bridge at 
resentatives Of Jose de la Maya Arredondo. by Rev. C. C. Meapor. Rock Island, over the Mississippi river, with report; and 
i: will be a direction to the Commissioner of Tite lanmeakotwentasdan wan rend ond approved The petition of Messrs. Crawford & Price, and twenty 
Rea ‘ x . 2 ‘ve , J ise P . ther ship owners and persons interested in shippi in 
ihe General Land Office, to cause to be surveyed || othe ipping 
rwenty thousand aeres of land in Florida, accord- || PERSONAL EXPLANATION. {| ‘ a aaah Sorieent rie pert. . 
ack athe ies naheinl il ae oe A(r. s NE, of Illinois. I olle 
ing to the calls, boundaries, and description con- || Mr. WHITELEY. I desire to state that, I , nois. My colleague, 


‘ined in the grant by the Governor of East Flor- 

wa, to José de la Maya Arredondo, bearing date | 
March 20, 1817, and referred to in the record and || 
proceedings of the Supreme Court of the United | 


: : re : || the chairman of the Committee on C > 
having paired off on Thursday last with the Hon. || (Mr. Joun Cocurane,] who is not savin 
Mr. Dick, of Pennsylvania, until Tuesday, that || . an diese heaee nen Sew 2 ae 
neon aoe d - : aa ee es oe i seat, has a river and harbor bill ready to report. 

> > é rrtec , 2 Ves ordayv.: ° ° e 
a “eo ai 7s Com Fa ieee f a 7 “e > || I hope permission will be granted to him when he 
. ’ : : . i or i fas SS e to € to be ||. am i . : 
sates, in the United States against Benjamin in attendance yesterday t would also state that || “mes 1" to make the report.” I wil say vow, thas 
Chaires and others, decided at the January term, J) had I been h oy cuneitt labia toate vn fi solo if when that report is made I eee a sub- 
1336, and according to the survey of the same || ih, pyro alia of the ssaaedine, from ee Se stitute, and move that they be printed. 
crant made by Joshua A. Coffee, in 1824; and, Mr ne —s fo ousinlibia ait ecaiieaal “ The SPEAKER. The Chair can entertain no 
gre : . ENGL : e -onference vs 
nnon the return of the survey to the General Land seal oo panes = Ss contain pe eres "| such proposition. If the gentleman from New 
Ofice, a patent is to issue to the heirs or legal rep- a dies een York comes in and makes a request, it will be 
regentatives of Arredondo, for any portion of the MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. propounded to the House. 
land which wah : me time ore Bone fae A message was received from the Senate by OFFICERS, ETC., OF REVENUE CUTTERS. 
to be vacant; an or ; Me remalh er oO re grant, Mr Hickey its Chief Clerk notifying the House | ‘ ° 
they are to have the right to enter, in any land of- Sy Hs : 1 Mr. MILLSON, from the Committee on Com- 


; : : that that body had passed an act (H. R. No. 210) an : 
ad on 4 Che ; . , ) , ~ merce, reported the following bill; which was 
fice of the United States, alike quantity ofany land for the relief of the legal representatives or as- || yead wae and second time: 5 , 


subject to private entry, in parcels conformable to |) cionoes of James Lawrence, without amendment; seeeilceds oi . . 
sectional divisions and subdivisions. fs ’ 3 A bill regulating the compensation of the of- 


; : and also, that ithad passed an act (H. R. No.6 vers § aera reve 
Mr. STUART. Unless the friends of that bill nabiar ueavensiaions for the See and dip. | Senee and manings.of. ie PORSRET CESS: 
are disposed to amend it so as to limit the loca- ag : Mr. MILLSON. As intend to ask :he House 


, lomatic expenses of the Government for the year : : ‘ 
PF the exce > S f > Po ° f ~ ne . . = . y toc ynsid oF th | é ; 
tion of the excess to the State of Florida, I shall ending the 30th of June, 1859, with amendments, || .? °° er this bill and pass it at once, I ask that 
object to it. If they will locate the excess in 


pr or eeprom ete k th i the bill may be read. 
‘da. where the original grant was, I have no || U Wich he was directed to ask the concurrence Tho bill, whith quan ttiedceetelindink ieee 
a where 5 Bt ’ of the House; and also, that it had passed a bill the passa Se aol Me aah aed oe compensation 
ee a nT) (S. No. 204) to provide for issuing patents in cer- . ae ae 

a ge ha ere - ‘I = oaks cannot - = tain cases where grants of the public lands have - ~ a. a — = ee cutters 
mitted. f — or t ae te Seon and the || been or may be made to States by Congress, in $1,500 ‘Sete Retemneteal 200. 1 : od lik a 
eriling te dint sk sto ehal ca seosivad titles | which he was directed to ask the concurrence of $1,100, third Senienaanl i 000, engi a 41,100, 
Ping uu penne were ected es | the Howe So an anak ene 
rom th ’ _ ’ ; 
land, on condition that they may take land else- || SCIENTIFIC SURVEY OF BOSTON HARBOR. || the petty officers, the gunners,and marines, may 
where at $1 25 per acre. ue 1 2 be regulated and fixed by the President of the 

seal ‘ i | Mr. COMINS, by unanimous consent, pre- 8 
Mr.STUART. I say “ elsewhere in Florida.” > oY >| | United States, so as not to exceed forty dollars 


. | sented joint resolutions of the Legislature of Mas- : 
/ 4 . > ' < - , a | 7e m E 
- a No; clearly not elsewhere | sachusetts, in reference to the scientific survey of || Pet month, exclusive of rations 
In orida. 


Mr.STUART. Then I object to the bill. || mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. || believe, the unanimous approbation of the Com- 
The bill was laid over. 1 || mittee on Commerce, proposes to accomplish an 
GEORGE PHELPS REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | object which has been sought for some years past, 


|| Mr. CLINGMAN. I now ask for the regular and has been recommended by different Secre- 

The bill (S. No. 128) for the relief of George |) order of business. I hope that, as both Houses 1) Sorees of the Treasury. ‘The object has been 
Phelps was read a second time, and considered || have resolved to adjourn at an early day, the || sought to be accomplished before, in connection 
as in Committee of the Whole. t ecniaiinnnn acti inn ontied ee reports. with a general modification of all the revenue laws 
It provides for the payment to George Phelps | The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | of the United States; but the difficulty of inducing 


of $1,155, in full for extra services performed by |) ness is the call of committees for reports. Reports Congress deliberately to congider so voluminous 


him while acting as messenger in the quartermas- || are in order from the Committee of Claims. | 8 bill as was rendered necessary for the objects 
ter general’s office, in December, 1839, to May, || | contemplated, has up to the present time defeated 
1846. | WILLIAM TURVIN’'S HEIRS. || the consideration of the subject which is now em- 

Mr. HALE. Let the report in that case be || Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee of || braced exclusively in the present bill. The com- 
read. || Claims, reported back, with an amendment,a bill || Mttee has, therefore, as an act of justice to a 


The Secretary read the report made by Mr. || for the relief of the heirs of William Turvin, de- | small but very meritorious band of pu lic officers, 
Iverson, from the Committee on Claims, on the || ceased; which was referred to a Committee of | determined to present this proposition as a sep- 
8th of February, from which it appeared that the || the Whole House, and, with the amendment and || 278te one, and invite the favorable consideration 


claim was for night and Sunday work. Pace ee ee ae ee || of the House to it. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. “yey leche | report, ordered to be printed. ‘| I have but a few words to say yp this subject, 
The bill was laid aside. | DINAH MINIS. || for it requires but a few words. I believe that the 
|| Mr. MAYNARDalso, from the same commit- || Officers of the revenue marine are, perhaps, with 
JEHU UNDERWOOD. || tee, reported a bill for the relief of Dinah Minis; || the exception of the President of the United States, 


The bill (S. No. 4 to provide for the final || which was read a first and second time, referred |, the only description of public officers whose com- 
settlement of the land claim of the heirs of Jehu || to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with | pensation has not been increased since the period 
Underwood, in Florida, was read a second time, || the report, ordered to be printed. when that pay was last regulated. It is now up- 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. || | wards of twenty years since their present com- 
It provides that the claim and title of Jehu Un- } FERDINAND O. MILLER. | pensation was fixed by law. In that time all the 
1] 
| 


derwood to land in the State of Florida, derived Mr. DAVIDSON, from the same committee, || Officers of the several departments of the Govern- 
from the Spanish Government, shall be received | reported a bill for the relief of Dr. Ferdinand O, || ment—the officers of the pte! Ses Navy, judges 


and adjudicated b the judge of the district court || Miller; which was read a first and second time, || 2nd foreign ministers, the clerks in Mr = ca aby 
of the northern district of 


c lorida, upon the pe- || referred to a Committee of the Whole House, |, and those engaged in the employment of the Uni- 
titen of the claimants, according to the forms, || and, with the report, ordered to be printed. || ted States—everywhere, have had their compen- 
rules, and regulations prescribed to the judge and || sation increased; but these men have been entirely 
to the claimants by former acts of Congress in ADVERSE REPORTS. || omitted. A captain of a revenue cutter, perform- 


1} 
similar claims made and provided, and in the same } On motion of Mr. GOODWIN, it was ing very responsible duties, and perhaps for twenty 
manner, in every respect it would have been re- | Ordered. That the Committee on Commerce be discharged || Ot thirty years in the service of the United States, 
celved and adjudicated if the claim had been here- || from the further consideration of the petition of Catherine | has been and is receiving but the scanty pittance 
tofore presented in the superior court of the Terri- || Kincade, and that the same be referred to the Committee | of $1,200a year. Services involving risks, hard- 
tory of Florida, within the time prescribed by || ©" Pensions. | ships, and sometimes unusual expense, are com- 
the several acts of Congress for presenting ink Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the same || pensated by the Government of the United States 
claims therein for confirmation; and if it be found || committee, reported back House bill No. 239, || at the poor sum of $1,200a year. These men are 
Valid, the district court is to enforce its location || for the establishment of an inspector’s district at |, almost always at sea, exposed to storms and tem- 
Upon the same rules and regulations as have been || the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, || pests; having to support their families on shore; 
exercised towards other mill grants in Florida. with a recommendation that it do not pass; which || having to pay their mess-bills in the cutters, and 

he bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to |! was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. |! hospital taxes at the same time. The captains 


Boston harbor; which were referred to the Com- || Mr. MILLSON. This bill, which has met, I 


noes 
cae 


eas 
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if revenue cutters ought to receive a higher rate 
of compensation than the lowest order of clerks 
in the Departments of Washington, whose pay 
now equals theirs, and who labor in comfortabie 
rooms, exempt from danger, and give but a few 
hours of the day to the service of the Govern- 
ment. The committee have therefore recommend- 
ed that the pay of these gentlemen shall be raised 
in a proportion about equal to that in which other 
classes of public officers have had their compen- 
vations increased. The increase proposed is about 
twenty per cent.; and the -- A. additional ex- 
pense to the Government will amount but to a few 
thousand dollars—perhaps about twenty thousand 
dollars a year. 

The late Secretary of the Treasury recom- 
mended this increase of their compensation, and 
the present Secretary has also submitted a bill for 
the consideration of Congress, in which he sug- 
vests the same rate of pay as that adopted by the 
committee which reports the bill. 

I trust, therefore, as this is a question not In- 
volving intricate and complicated details—one 
which the House can comprehend at a glance, 
and therefore unnecessary to be referred to the 
(Committoe of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 
and as the only question involved is that of in- 

reasing the compensation of these public ser- 
vants, as the compensation of all others has been 
increased, that the House will consider it at once, 
and pass the bill. . 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Idemand the 
previous question upon the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operauon thereof, the bill, having been engrossed, 
was read a third time. 

Mr. MILLSON moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
ov the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

. Mr. MILLSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BARK ATTICA. 

Mr. COMINS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 167) for the re- 
lief of the owners of the bark Attica, of Portland, 
Maine. 

Mr. COMINS. Wappears by the accompany- 
ing papers which I submit to the House, that on 
the arrival of the bark Attica (a vessel owned in 
Vortiand, Maine) at the port of Hamburg, in the 
latter part of June, 1855, her whole crew became 
insubordinate, disobedient of orders, and utterly 
refused to remain in the ship to perform the voy- 
age home. For reasons which I will not detail 
to the House at this time, and by the advice of 
the American consul, the master of the Attica 
was compelled to consent to their discharge. At 
that time there were no American seamen in Ham- 
burg to be procured. The master of the bark was 
left to no other resource than to ship a crew of 
foreigners to take the place of those discharged. 
On the arrival of the vessel at New York, tonnage 
duties to the amount of $174 62 -were exacted 
under the act of March 1, 1817. Said duties were 
paid under protest. The owners of the Attica 
ask for return of these duties, which, though 
legally, were unjustly exacted. 

In confirmation of the statements which I have 
made, | submit a letter from the Secretary of the 
‘lreasury, which I desire the Clerk to read to the 
House, after which, | shall move that the bill 
which I have reported be put upon its passage, and 
on that motion I shall call for the previous ques- 
uuon. 

The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
read, as follows: 

Treasury DerartMent, January 29, 1858. 

Sin: | have the honor to ackuowledge the receipt of 
your terter of the 28th instant, inelosing a petition of John 
\W. Chase, on behalf of himself and others, praying a return 
of the tonnage duty exacted by the collector of the custoins 
at New York from the bark Attica, fora violation of the 
provisions of the act of March 1, 1817, and in reply to in- 
form you, that the records of this Department show that 
Captain Chase complained of the exaction of the duty in 


| question, and that, on the 27th of September, 1855, the col- 
lector of the customs at New York was instructed, that, as | 


| order. 


the failure to have on board the proportion of American sea- 
men required by the act of 1817, did not arise from any of 


the causes specified in the seventh section of said act, the | 


tonnage duty was properly exacted, and that he would so 
inform Mr. Chase. - 
Under the circumstances set forth in the petition and ac- 


| companying papers, if shown to be correct, the Department 


can perceive no reason why the relief asked for should not 
be granted by Congress, who alone have jurisdiction of the 
matter now. The petition and accompanying papers are 
herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HOWELL COBB, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

ilon. C. C. Cray. Jr., Chairman of Committee on Com- 

merce, United States Senate. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. [ would ask the gentle- | 


man from Massachusetts if there is a report ac- 
companying that bill? 

Mr. COMINS. There are papers accompany- 
ing the bill which are substantiated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, but no report. It is not 
usual to make reports in such cases. The facts 
are as I have stated them. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the bill will be 
read. I presume it is satisfactory. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to the owners of the bark 
Attica, of Portland, Maine, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, thesum 
of $174 62, being the amount imposed on said 
vessel as tonnage duties by the collector of New 
York, in 1855. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, from the Commit- 


tee on Commerce, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for certain rivers and harbors; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
ence of that bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and that it be printed 
and made the special order for the day, for the 
first Monday in May next. I may state, in this 


. . . | 
connection, that the committee has instructed me | 


to report the bill on the system of strict economy 
required by the present condition of the finances 
of the Union. 
tee has prepared a bill, and I hope it may also be 
received and printed. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I trust the House will have 
an opportunity of examining the details of the 
bill before we are called upon to make it a special 
I object to making it a special order. 

The SPEAKER. The bill cannot be made a 
special order, except by unanimous consent. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Thope, then, | 


that the gentleman from New York will move to 
suspend the rules on Monday, so as to make it a 
special order. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I move the refer- | 


Another member of the commit- | 








aaa _ April 15, 


referred to the Committee of the Ww 
state of the Union, and ordered to be 


i] A. AND E. 8. COLBY. 


hole on the 
printed, 





| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also, from the sam 
|| committee, “ee a bill for the relief of Alonze 
‘| and Elbridge 3. Colby; which was read a first err 
| second time, referred to a Committee of the W hol 
House, and, with the accompanying report a 
'| dered to be printed. 7 


On motion of Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be di 
from the consideration of the following bilis 
|, &c., and that the same be laid upon the table : 
‘| A bill (H. R. No. 279) to continue the improvement of t} 
,| channel of the Hudson river above and below Albany = 
below Troy, in the State of New York. 7, and 
A memorial of shipmasters sailing from the > 
York, that Congress order a contain number Zu 
tachment to sextants and quadrants for determining an ~4 
ificial horizon, for experiment. F 
| A bill for the improvement of the Harlem river a 
tentuytel creek, in the county of New York. 
A bill to continue the improvement of the navieat; 
ames river, Virginia. : eee) 
A bill to remove obstructions to navigation at Hell Gate 
in the Last river, opposite the city of New York. ‘ 
A bill to improve the harbor of Pulineyville, New York 

A bill to construct a building for a custon-house court. 
house, and post office at Albany, New York. ; 

The petition of J. Eaton Stetson and others, for the re. 
pair of the east pier of the harbor of Charlotte, at the mouth 
| of the Genesec river, New York. 

The petition of the citizens of Jefferson county, New 
York, praying an appropriation for a breakwater at 

| Vincent, in snid State. 

| So'much of the President’s annual message and accom. 
panyirg documents as relates to the commerce of the Unji- 
ted States, and the fitness of the river La Plata and its trib. 

| utaries for navigation by steam. 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor of (s- 

| wego, New York. 

A bill for the improvement of Sodus Bay harbor, Wayne 

, county, New York. ee 
| A bill for continuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Dunkirk, New York, on Lake Erie. 

A bill for the improvement of Sodus Bay harbor, Cayuga 
county, New York. ate 

A bull for the improvement of the harbor of Charlotte, at 

| the mouth of the Genesee river, New York. 
| "The petition of fifty-two inhabitants of the town of Manns- 
| per New York, for a breakwater at Cape Vincent, New 
| York. 
The petition of sixty two inhabitants of Jefferson county, 
New York, for the same. 
A bill (H. R. No: 125) for continuing the improvement of 
the Rock [sland rapids, in the Mississippi river. 
| A bill (H. R. No. 124) for continuing the improvement of 
the harbor of Waukegan, Llinois. 
A bill (H. R. No. 130) for continuing the improvement of 
| the harbor at Chicago, Ulinois, on Lake Michigan. 

A bill (H. R. No. 149) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor of Ontonagon, in the State of 
Michigan. 

|; Abill (H. R. No. 148) making an appropriation for the 
| improvement of the harbor of Marquette, in the State of 
| Michigan. 
| A biil (H. R. No. 159) making an appropriation for the 
|| improvement of the harbor at Ozaukee, Wisconsin. 
A bill (H. R. No. 160) for continuing the improvement of 
| the harbor at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 
A bill (HI. R. No. 161) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
| A bill (H. R. No. 54) for continuing the improvement of 


scharged 
> Memorials ’ 


nd Spuy- 


Cape 


t 


The bill was then referred to the Committee of | the harbors at Racine, Kenosha, and Milwaukee, oa Lake 


the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, presented a 
substitute for the bill; which was also referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. . 


CONSULATE AT ROSARIO. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill forthe estab- 


‘| lishment of a United States consulate at Rosario 


on the river Panama, in the province of Santa Fé, 


in the Argentine Confederation, and for other pur- | 


poses; which was read a first and second tume, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
UNITED STATES BARGE OFFICE, NEW YORK. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also, from the same 


committee, reported back, witha recommendation | 


that it do pass, a bill making appropriations for 


| strengthening and securing the foundauons of the 
| United States barge office in the city of New York; 


which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


PASSENGER BILL. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE also, from the same 


committee, reported a bill to amend an act entitled 


** An act to regulate the carriage of passengers in 
steamships and other vessels,’’ approved March 
3, 1855; which was read a first and second time, 


|| Michigan, Wisconsin. 
'| Petition of citizens for a breakwater at the port of Cape 
Vincent, New York. 

Petition of citizens of Ohio for an improvement of te 
harbors of Mackinaw City, Michigan, &c. 

A bill (H. R. No. 52) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the St. Mary’s fall’s ship canal, in the State 
of Michigan. 

A bill (H. R. No. 145) making an appropriation for the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of Kalamazoo nyer, 
in the State of Michigan. s 

Memorial of citizens of Michigan for the construetion 0! 
a pier and light-house at the mouth of ‘Thunder Bay river, 
Michigan. 

Petition for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor of Mackinaw City. ? 

A bill (A. R. No. 147) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of Saganaw river, Michigan. r 

Petition for an improvement of the harbor of Mackinaw 
C.ty, Michigan. 

A bill (Hl. R. No. 150) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of the Manistee 
|| river, Michigan. 
|| A bill (H.R. No. 111) to continue the improvement ol the 
harbor of Vermillion, Ohio. en : 
|| A-bill (HL. R. No. 53) making an appropriation for the 


construction of a harbor at the mouth of Grand river, inte 
State of Michigan. . aes ie . 
| A bill (H. R. No. 148) making an appropriation for the 
\| construction of a harbor at the mouth of South Beach river, 
|| Michigan. Ss 
|| Petition for a harbor of refuge at New Buffalo, Michigan 
| A bill (H. R. No. 144) making an appropriation for the 
| construetion ofa harbor at New Buffalo, Michigan. 
| Petition for the improvement of Cleveland harbor, Obie. 
| A bill (H.R. No, 157) making appropriation for the im- 
| provement of the harbor at Monroe, Michigan. iet- 
| A bill (H, R. No. 143) making appropriation for comple 
' 


ing the harbor at St. Joseph’s, Michigan. ie 
‘A bill (H. It. No. 122) making tion for continuine 
the improvement of a harbor of refuge and commerce * 
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yfichigan City, on Lake Michigan, and the construction of | 
a breakwater thereat. ‘ ; a : 
4 bill (H. R. No. 69) making an appropriation for the im- | 
ovement of the channel of the St. Clair flats. | 
a pill (H. R. No. 112) to continue the improvement of | 
the harbor of Huron, Ohio. , | 
4 bill (H. R. No. 109) to continue the improvement of 
the harbor at the mouth of the Cuyahoga river, Ohio. 
4 pill (H. R. No. 110) to continue the improvement of 
the harbor of Sandusky city, Ohio. j 


A bill (H. R. No. 108} to continue the improvement of 
the harbor at the mouth of Grand river, Ohio. | 
A bill (H. R. No. 35) to continue the improvement of the | 
navigation of the Maumee bay, on Lake Erie. | 
A bill (H. R. No. 33) for completing the repairs upon the | 
harbor of Black river, on Lake Erie, Ohio. 
A bill (H. R. No. 434) for completing the breakwater, 
ke., at Plattsburg, New York. 
Estimates for War Department of cost of completing the 


game. . : ° . i 
Joint resolutions ofthe Legislature of Washington Terri- 


tory, fora marine hospital in the Territory, and making | 
Vancouver a port of delivery. 

Resolution concerning the custom-house, &c., at Roches- | 
ter, New York. : 

A pill (H. R. No. 281) for the construction of a marine | 
hospital at Albany, New York. r 

A bill (A. R. No. 283) for the construction of a marine | 
pospital at Buffalo, New York. 

A bill (H. R. No. 378) for the’construction of a marine 
hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Resolution as to erecting custom-house at the city of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Petition of citizens of Alabama, that Massey’s alarm 
auge for ships be adopted in the navy of the United States. | 

Memorial in favor of a ship canal around the Falls of Ni- | 


ara. 

Me. HATCH. I wish to ask a question of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, in re- | 
jation to an appropriation for Buffalo harbor. I 
see among the bills which have been read at the 
Clerk’s desk, there is an adverse report in refer- 
ence to the bill for the improvement of that har- 
bor. I want to know whether that committee has 
recommended an appropriation for the repair of 
Buffalo harbor, and to what extent? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The bills, the titles 
of which have just been read, were not reported 
upon adversely, but were reported back, with the | 
request that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. The bill for appro- 
priations for rivers and harbors, which the com- 
mittee have reported, and which has been ordered | 
to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, contains nearly all the ap- | 
propriations asked for in the bills just read, though 
not to the full amount asked. | 

In answer to the question of the gentleman from | 
New York, I can say that the amount suggested 
and recommended officially for that purpose, has 
been inserted in the general bill for river and har- | 
bor improvements. The amount, I believe, is 
some $37,000. 


CODIFICATION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a bill for the codifica- 
tion of the existing revenue laws of the United 
States and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time. 
_ Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I may be indulged 
inafew words in regard to the bill just reported, | 
and in relation principally to the reference which 
ought to be made of it and the action to be taken | 
upon it. [tis within the recollection of usall that 
this subject has been before Congress prior to this | 
time, and since the year 1854; that different gen- | 
tlemen have béen engaged upon it at various times, | 
and with various success; that upon a request of | 
the last Congress by a resolution thereof, that a 
report was made upon the subject by the Secretary | 
of the Treasury to the present Congress, which 
report was read to the House, ordered to be print- | 
ed,and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
That report has been before us, as well as sub-| 
stantially every other communication germane to | 
the subject presented to the consideration of the 
committee. We found thatthe report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury was defective in some re- 
Spects, and those respects having intimate rela. | 
tion to the classification of collection districts | 
throughout the United States and the ports of en- | 
try and delivery thereof, as well as to the com- 
pensation of officers of the revenue; so radically | 
defective did we find this chapter, that we referred | 
them back to the Secretary, and the force of the | 

partment, under the direction of the commit- | 
tee, are engaged in remodeling that portion of the | 
bill. Of so great importance and consequence is 
it to the country, that we have decided not to in- 
clude that portion of the general bill within the bill 
now reported to the House. 





























Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
tion before the House? 





What is the ques- 





to the closest scrutiny of gentlemen in the Treas- 
ury Department; and has the approbation, I be- 





The SPEAKER. Itis, ** Shall the bill be read ] lieve, of the Secretary of the Treasury himeelf. 


a third time?’’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the bill been 
read through ? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas not. Itcan be done 
after the gentleman shall have concluded his re- 
marks, and before the question is put. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I will not uselessly || 


occupy the time of the House; and shall not prob- 
ably consume more than five minutes more. 

I was saying that the character of this bill now 
presented by the committee to the House, is en- 
tirely referential to the codification of the revenue 
laws of the United States, as they at present exist. 


This codification is based upon the laws of 1793 || 


and 1799. There never has beena question made, 
either in this House or by our judicial tribunals, 
that these laws required codification. 

It therefore consists simply of a collation of 
those laws which are applicable to the collection 
of the revenues of the Union, and of a supply of 
other laws which are requisite to replace those 


which, while a part of the system of 1799, have || 


become inapplicable to the extended ramifications 
of our increased commerce. 

I now ask that the bill may be read a third time, 
and that its consideration be made the special 
order for the second Wednesday of May next. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

TheSPEAKER. The bill cannot have its third 


reading at the present time unless the House de- | 


termine to proceed to the passage of the bill. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I withdraw my 


motion then, and move that the consideration of || 


the bill be postponed until the second Wednesday 
of May next. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. §T[object. 

Mr. J. GLANCYJONES. I hope no special 
order will be made. 

Mr. SEWARD. As this bill embraces very 
important matter, I think it ought to go to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


where it can be fully discussed and amended, and 
therefore I adhere to my motion. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I merely wish to 
say that the Senate having passed the resolution, 
in concurrence with the House, to adjourn sine 
die on the first Monday of June, it becomes neces- 


ily acted upon, and I hope no special orders will 


the public business. 


the motion of the gentlegan from Georgia will not 
prevail, forthe reason that this isa matter of legisla- 
tion which is imperatively demanded by the coun- 
try. This codification of the revenue laws is, as 
my colleague on the committee [Mr. Cocurane]| 
remarked, one which has been before Congress 
and before the Secretary of the Treasury for six or 
eight years; and now that the bill has been per- 
fected, I trust that the House will act upon it at 
this session of Congress. If it is referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


my colleague on the committee—that the consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed to the second 
Wednesday of May next—will be agreed to, and 
sas ag bill will then be taken up, and passed. 
r. LETCHER. Such a postponement wilt 
give that bill precedence on that day, will it not? 
The SPEAKER. During the morning hour. 
Mr. LETCHER. Then I hope the House will 
not adopt that course. If we are going to adjourn 


bills considered. 
Mr.SEWARD. I would inquire of the gentle- 


man from I}linois whether this bill is not similar | 


in its provisions to the bill reported last Congress 

by the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fuller?) 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is, in the 

main; but in some respects it differs. 1 think 


there will be no objection to this bill upon either 


side of the House. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. In reply, further, 
to the question put by the gentleman from Geor- 
ia, [ may state there are many material variations 


rom the bill introduced last Congress by Mr. | 


Fuller, of Maine; that the bill has been subjected 


sary that the appropriation bills should be speed- | 
be made to interfere with that important part of | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I trust that || 


we all know it will not be reached, and will not | 
be acted upon. I hope, therefore, the motion of 


in six weeks we ought to have the appropriation || 


And I further remark, for the information of the 


| House, that this is not at all a bill which affects 


in the least the collection districts of the Union, 


| the ports of entry and delivery, or the compensa- 


tion of revenue officers. It is simply a codifica- 
| tion of existing laws, and nothing more or less. 
Mr. SEWARD. ‘1 do not desire to be captious 
_ upon the subject; and in order to afford an oppor- 

tunity to the gentleman to take a vote upon it, [ 
| will withdraw my motion to refer, and in addi- 
| tion te the pending motion, | move that the bill 
| be printed. I want to look at it. 

he House divided, and there were—ayes 83, 

noes 55. 

So the motion to postpone and print was agreed 
to. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the motion was agreed to, aud 
| also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
| the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 

STEAMER FEARLESS. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, from the same com- 

mittee, reported back, with a recommendation 


|| that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 51) to authorize 


| a register to be issued to the steamer Fearless. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
| was accordingly read the third time and passed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

| Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- 

mittee on Commerce, made adverse reports on the 

| following petitions; which were laid upon the ta- 

' ble, and ordered to be printed: 

The petition of merchants and business men of 

| Chicago, asking for the improvement of the har- 
bor of that city; and 

| The petition of sundry ship carpenters of St. 
Louis, asking that the inspectors of hulls, pro- 

|| vided for in the steamboat pensenges bills, shall 

'| be required to be practical shipwrights. 


|| LANDS TO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES, ETC. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with a recommendation 
that itdo not pass, House bill No. 2, donating 
| public lands to the several States and Territories 
which may provide colleges for the benefit of agri- 
| culture and the mechanic arts. 
| Mr. COBB. I move that the bill and report be 
~vsr The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 

eae has a counter report which he wishes 
to make; and I will yield the floor to him for that 
purpose. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I desire to makea report 
| from the minority of the Committee on Public 
|| Lands. In view of the importance of this ques- 

tion to the country, it being, I think, one of the 
| most important that has come before this House, 
'| I move that its consideration be postponed until 
| Wednesday of next week, and that the bill and 
the reports of the majority and minority of the 
committee be ‘printed, so that every gentleman 
|| may act ee upon the subject. 

1 he SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
i} 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Alabama surrender the floor? 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Vermont 
[Mr. Morrix] introduced the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair inquired of the 
gentleman from Alabama whether he surrendered 
the floor, with a view of knowing whether to en- 
tertain the motion of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan. 

“Mr. COBB. I surrendered it for the purpose 
of allowing that motion to be entertained. 

Mr. MORRILL. I appeal to the gentleman 
| from Alabama to yield me the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Vermont? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iriseto a question of order. 
| IT object to the gentleman from Alabama holding 

the floor and enabling the gentleman from Mich - 

_igan to make a motion to postpone, unless the 

uestion is open for a motion to commit to the 

ommittee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, 

| or any other motion. I desire that the House 

| shall Lewe an opportunity of determining what 
they will do with the bill, . 

he SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 

the objection would have been properly taken if 
it had been taken in time. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. 
deratood what the proposition was. There was 
s0 much confusion in the Hall that I did not at 
first understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion comes too late. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, whenever the ques- 
tion is put, it will, of course, oust the gentleman 
from Alabama from the floor, and I shall then, 
if I can get the floor, make the motion to commit. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise to 
a qrestion of order. Either the gentleman from 
Alabama has yielded the floor altogether, or the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan is not in 
order. [tis impossible that the gentleman can 
keep the floor and yield it to another gentleman 
to make a debatable motion, and then intervene 
and cut off discussion on a debatable proposi- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair makes the same 
ruling in response to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky which he made to the gentleman from North 
Carolina. It could not have been done if any 
objection had been made. But no objection was 
made at the time. The motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan was received by the unanimous 
consent of the House, given impliedly, at least, if 
not expressly. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I suggest 
to the Speaker that it was impossible to know 
what the gentleman’s proposition was unul he 
uttered it. 

The SPEAKER. 
igan? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER. 
tinctly. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
intention was to move to postpone ? 

The SPEAKER. No; that the gentleman had 
moved to postpone. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Assoonas 
he made the motion, we raised the question of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. 
since the motion was made. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Wewillgeta chance after 
a while to move that the bill be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the gentleman from 
Michigan will withdraw his motion, in order that 
I may submit some remarks on the bill. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Lunderstand that the gen- 
tleman from Alabama has the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama has the floor. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Then I object to his yield- 
ing it to everybody. 

ir.J. GLANCY JONES. It is difficult on 

this side to hear what is going on between the 
gentlemen on the other side, and I would inquire | 
what is the question pending? 

The SPEAKER, The pending question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from Michigan to 
print the bill and report of the majority of the | 
committee, and the views of the minority, and to | 
postpone the further consideration of the subject | 
until Wednesday of next week. 

Mr, WALBRIDGE., It is understood that I 


5 Yes, sir. 
The Chair stated it dis- 


That his 


include both the report of the majority and the |, 


report of the minority. 


he SPEAKER. So the Chair has stated. || 


Mr. MORRILL. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama yield to me? 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection myself to 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


I object, unless | 


the gentleman from Alabama yields the floor | ) 
| pending. 


unconditionally, 
Mr. COBB. I do not object, but I should like | 
to retain the floor for the purpose of reporting | 
other business. | 
Mr. MORRILL. I claim the floor. I propose 
to offer an amendment which strikes out all in 
relation to the Territories. 
Bing SPEAKER. A motion to amend is notin 
order. 
Mr. MORRILL. Vary well, sir, I will submit 
some remarks on the subject. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Has the gentleman from 
Alabama seats the floor? 
The SPEAKER, The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Alabama to claim the floor no 
longer. 


' 


I took it as soonas I un-_|| 


The gentleman from Mich- 


Some time has intervened | 


Mr. COBB. I did not intend to yield the floor 
unconditionally, but now I do not object to the 
gentleman from Vermont going on with his re- 
marks. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I have the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Vermont. 


MINNESOTA BILL. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Has the morn- 


ing hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Then I move 
that the House proceed to the consideration of 
the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will I have the floor in the 
morning? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have the 
floor when the question again comes up. 

Mr. GOODE. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will state to 
the House that I wish to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the business upon thé Speaker’s table 
in order to take up the Minnesota bill. I demand 
tellers on the motion to go into committee. 

Mr. STANTON. What disposition does the 
gentleman propose to make of that bill? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I propose to 
take it up and to put it on its passage. 

Mr. GROW. [rise to a question oforder. The 
gentleman from Vermont having the floor, it can- 
not be taken froin him by a motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. According to the practice of 
the House, the gentleman from Georgia, or any 
other member, pending the motion to go to the 
business upon the Speaker’s table, can move to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. GROW. Can the floor be taken from the 
gentleman from Vermont, in order to proceed to 
the consideration of the business upon the Speak- 
er’s table, and then, instead of going to that busi- 
ness, can go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will remember that such has been the 
uniform practice for six years. 

Mr. GROW. 1 do not remember, and that is 
why I put the question to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not remem- 
ber that the practice has varied in asingie instance. 

Mr. GROW. The point make is this: if the 
motion to go to the business upon the Speaker’s 
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table be voted down, will not the gentleman from | 


Vermont be entitled to the floor? I say that itis 
not in order to put the q@estion on the motion to 
go into committee, until the question has been 
taken on the motion to go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House al- 
low the motion to go into committee to be made 
atany time. They give that motion precedence 

over all others. When amotionis pending to go 
| to the business upon the Speaker’s table, it is in 


order, before that motion is disposed of, to move | 


to suspend the rules and go into committee. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. In what con- 
dition is the bill from which we are about to pass? 
Will it go to the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope there 
will be no objection to the submission of a motion 
to recommit to keep it before the House. 


_ The SPEAKER. 


| 
j 


will be considered that the motion to recommit is 


| There was no objection. 
| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


| to go into committee be voted down, and the mo- 
| tion I have made prevail, I propose to take up the 
bill for the admission of Minnesota asa State into 
the Union. I demand the yeas and nays on the 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, Whatis the 
gentleman’s purpose when the bill is taken up? 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is my wish 
| that it should be put on its . If the House 
takes it up, however, it is for the House to do 
' what it pleases. I want it passed. I see no rea- 


If there be no objection, it | 


If the motion | 


Sea ee ae eres 


i 
} 
| 


| a resolution to close the debate on the 
|| guard bill to-day, and I hope that, insteac 
to the business upon the Speaker’s t 





April 15, 





son why the admission of Minnesota should } 
any longer delayed. . 


r. GOODE. The House has already adopted 
auxiliary 
1 of going 
able, we wil] 


| go into committee, and afford an Opportunity to 
| the gentlemen who have intimated a desire to be 


heard on the question. I feel it to be my duty to 
insist on my motion, although it is unpleasant to 


_me to differ from my friend from Georgia at any 


| ert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. 
| Hill, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, 


| Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, 


time. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 69; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bil! 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bocoek, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur. 
lingame, Case, Caskie, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, 
Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Co” 
vode, Cox, Curry, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Maryiand. 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa. 
Dawes, Dean, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfec, Ellio:t, English 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Groesbeck, Grow, Rob’ 


inghurst, 


Harris, 


Kilgore 
Knapp, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, McQueen, Humphrey 


Marshall, Maynard, Miles, Millsou, Montgomery, Morgan 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman 1 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Paliner. 
Parker, Pendieton, Pettit, Peyton, Pike, Potter, Pottie’ 
Powell, Purviauce, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce San. 
didge, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Bhernian 
Shorter, Robert Sinith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Wil. 
liam Stewart, Tappan, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Un. 
derwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Warren, 
and Zolhicofler—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bishop, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, John 8B, 
Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Corning, Jumes Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
Edmundson, Florence, Gartrell, Gillis, Greenwood, Gregg 


me) 


Lawrence W. Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Houston, Hughes, 


| Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen 


Jones, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Landy, Maclay, McKibbin, 
Mason, Miller, Niblack, Phelps, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, 
Ruffin, Russell, Savage, Scales, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, 
Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, 
Ward, Whiteley, Woodson, Wortendyke, and John V. 
Wright—69. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Pending the call, 

Mr. POTTLE stated that Mr. Burroveus was 
detained at his room by illness. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 232, to establish an 
auxiliary guard for the protection of public and 
private property in the city of Washington, and 
repealing all acts heretofore passed in relation to 
that subject, on which the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. THompson] was entitled to the floor. 


AUXILIARY GUARD. 
Mr. THOMPSON. In offering a few sugges- 


'| tions upon the bill now before the committee, I 


wish to state, in the first place, that I have no ob- 
poe whatever to giving my support to a proper 
vill organizing a police force in the city of Wash- 
ington, to be paid in part by the General Govern- 
ment. The District of Columbia is under the 
peculiar jurisdiction of Congress; it is the child 
of Congress. Here are our public buildings; 
this is the place of meeting of the National Legis- 
lature; here is the house of our President; here 
our public grounds; and we are bound by every 
consideration to make this a model city, and to 
establish in ita model government. Persons and 
property ought to be more secure here than in any 
city in the United States. Now, sir, 1 would not 
be nice upon this questiaw; I would not split hairs 
in regard to the particular amount of money | 
would afford to the municipal corporation estab- 
lished for the purpose of aiding them in organiz- 
ing and maintaining an efficient police. 

he propositions in this bill involve two ques- 
tions. The first is a question of power, and the 
second is a question of policy. Something has 
been said by gentlemen in regard to the question 
of power. It seems to me that very few observ- 
ations will be sufficient upon that subject. Gen- 
tlemen will find, by looking 
the Constitution of the United States; that there 
is a provision in that article granting to Congress 
the exclusive legislation in all cases whatever over 
such district, not exceeding ten miles square, 88 
may, by cession of particular States and the ac- 
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l be ceptance of Congress, beeome the seat of Govern- | auxiliary guard of some thirty men, paid by Con- } Congress, on the principle of this being a protect- 

ment of the United States. It was anticipated at || gress, for the purpose of assisting the police of the || ive police, ought to have one to with him by 

Dted the time this Constitution was formed that there a day and to take care of him by might. 

—_ry would be a cession of ten miles square made for Now, sir, this was inaugurating a policy, as the Now I have one suggestion to make in regard : 
ring the purposes of the Government of the United || gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Quirman] says, | to all this. You cannot protect life, and you can- } 
will States. Although the Constitution was made in |! which was entirely new. It was inaugurating a | not protect property, through the instrumentality | 
y to 1787, and the cession was not made from Mary- || policy which no State had inaugurated. Neither | of a mere preventive police. Why, sir, it has been : / 
0 be land and Virginia until 1791, yet there was an || Massachusetts, nor New York, nor South Caro- | ascertained, I believe, by gentlemen who have B 
y to anticipation in the Constitution that this cession || lina, nor any other State in this Confederacy had || studied the annals of criminal jurisprudence prett 7) 
¥ would be made, and provision was made that || ever seen fit to organize or maintain a police force | accurately, that crime seems to be periodical. It 3) 
any Congress should exercise an exclusive jurisdic- || in the city where the capital of the State was sit- | has its peculiar phases. In some countries and a 
tion over the territory thus to be ceded. ‘The con- || uated. How has the thing operated? Why, gen- | ages it takes a peculiar form, such as assassina- a | 
sequence is that the District of Columbia became || tlemen have said upon this floor,‘and I presume || tion at one time, poisoning at anotler, drownin ¥ 
din a Territory, or a quasi Territory. It is not an || it is true, as it has not been controverted, that the | ata third, and so on. Crime has its cycles, an 7 
8; ordinary Territory, because our Territories are || system has operated inharmoniously; that these || it may have its locations also. [ do not say, I at 
_ entitled to Delegates upon this floor; it is not a || forces have become antagonistic forces; that the |, would net be uncharitable enough to say, that a 
tark State, because the States are represented here; || force of the — operates in one way, and the force || crime increases at the seat of Government just in 1s 
Co. put it is a quasi Territory, under the control of || of the Federal Government operates in another | seer as our friends of the Democratic party | 
land, Congress. : | way, and that they come in conflict. Gentlemen || happen to be in power. s 
seg jt was suggested by the honorable chairman of || have said here, without contradiction, that when Now, sir, it is suggested that there are three 

oo the committee who reported this bill, that the || the officers of one department were in the very act | difficulties in the way of the present police acting 

Rob. mode of appointing the officers provided for in || of arresting a criminal, the officers of the other | efficiently for the protection of persons and prop- 

wey) this bill, is limited by the provision of the Consti- | department would stand by and refuse to render || erty. The one difficulty suggested is this: that 

ea tution (section two, article two) which requires that || assistance. I do not know how this is, but it has || the members of this police force are incompetent 





gan the President of the United States shall appoint || been alleged on this floor to be a fact and has not || and vicious; the second is, that the criminal court 
nH all officers under the Federal Government. The || been contradicted. The reason of it is this: you | is ineffitient; and the third is, that the Mayor is 


mer, answer | have to make to that is, in the first place, || can never have an efficient police force, unless that || unfit for his position. All these suggestions have 
atl, that these are not Federal officers contemplated in || force emanates from a single power, whatever that | been made on this floor. Now, sir, I need not 
oe the Constitution of the United States. Itdoes not || power may be; unless it has relation to a single | refer to the fact, in proof of this, mentioned yes- 
Wil: relate to any Officers of the local magistracy. It | head; unless it has concentration; unless it is or- || terday by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Un- 


cannot relate to any such officers, because they 


, | ganized upon the principle of the spider and his || Burnert,] that he met two of these police offi- 
ren, 


‘ood, 


irks- 
n B. 
rane, 
lson, 


- 
regg, 


are provided for under the ample powers of the || web, so that one head controls, and one will gov- 


provision of the Constitution to which I have al- 
eady adverted, and because, if that isthe construc- 
tion which should be put upon this clause of the 
Constitution, then by what right do the people of 
this city to-day elect their Mayor? The Mayor 


| erns, and men are responsible to a power one and 


indivisible. The directing power must be a unit, | 


simple, single, and undivided. 


Well, sir, if the 


two forces now in existence do not operate har- | 
ert why would you increase one of these | 
V 


cers on the sidewalk in a state of intoxication. 


In regard to the Mayor, I need not advert to the 


proof furnished by the grand jury, that peaceful 
citizens in this city, in , last, were shot down 
by a body of marines, led on under the direction 
of this Mayor, who was then being voted for as 











ghes, is just as much.an officer of the Federal Govern- | forces? ould they operate any more harmoni- || a candidate for the mayoralty. The grand jury 
a ment as any officer whose appointment is con- || ously than they now do? In order to have that |, found that fact. Now, if that be so—and I simply 
wan, templated in this bill. But from the granting of || harmonious operation, you must alter the thing || take up these accusations as I find them—whose 
haw, the first charter of the city of Washington, in 1802, || radically in principle, for if you make, a vicious || fault is it? Whose fault is it that the police force 
— down to this time, the people have exercised the || system good men cannot make it operate well. || of this city is inefficient, and fails to protect per- 
yin power of voting for the officers of this corpora- he fault, after all, must be in the system more || sons and property? I answer, it is the fault of 
tion under the authority of that act of Congress. || than in the men; and this is my opinion of the || the people of this city, who have the power in 
I need say nothing more upon the question of || matter. || their own hands, through their Mayor, of cor- 
power. The power is full, ample, unlimited, and Sir, it is said we must increase this force be- | recting the evil—who have the police force under 
sufficient. cause life is unsafe, because property is unsafe. || their direction and supervision. 
had Mr. GOODE. I did not hear the gentleman’s || Is life more unsafe in this District than in other || Butsuppose youdivide this responsibility; sup- 
first reference. cities? I know not; but the Mayor of this city || pose you permit part of the force to remain as the 
the Mr. THOMPSON. There are two clauses of || states in answer to a certain inquiry propounded || force of the city, and another part under the con- 
the the Constitution which authorize Congress to ex- || to him by a committee of the Senate, that there || trol of Congress: you only increase the evil; and 
s, of ercise unlimited power over the District of Colum- || is a spirit of lawlessness pervading the whole || if the citizens of this District should blot out their 
= bia in reference to appointments and everything || land; that deeds of violence and bloodshed are || entire force, and we should organize one hundred 
oo. else—the one already mentioned, and that which || perpetrated even in villages and hamlets; and that || or one hundred and fifty men for the protection 
and gives to Congress power to make all needful rules || all the cities of the country are suffering to a greater || of persons and property in this city, the citizens 
and and regulations for Territories. Now, as I have || extent than ever before from the prevalence of || —paying nothing, and being under no responsi- 
: ” stated, in 1802 Congress gave to the inhabitants || this spirit in their midst. So that the Mayor of || eee be under no obligation to see that 
_ of the city of Washington a municipal charter. || this city repudiates the idea that there is a greater | the Mayor of this city was a man fit for the po- 
cs They reserved the right of eminent domain, and || amount of crime existing in this city than in other || sition to which he aspired. 
delegated all the functions of local sovereignty to || cities of like extent. | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does the gentle- 
se the people of the District. They did it upon the Now the question arises, how are you to pro- |; man mean to argue that by increasing the police 
I principle that it was not consonant with the genius || duce a better state of things? One gentleman | force you increase the evil? 
yx of American institutions to hold the twenty, thirty, || says, by a preventive police. Another gentle- || Mr. THOMPSON. I mean to argue this: that 
o forty, or fifty thousand people who might settle || man says, by moral force. Now, I beg leave | insomuch as you relieve the people of this Dis- 
a here in a state of perpetual pupilage, in a state || to say to gentlemen who think that the whole || trict from all responsibility, and take away from 
«4 of organic pauperism as to political rights and || security of the body-politic rests in a preventive | them the privilege of controlling mediately their 
ia. privileges, thus encouraging a total disregard of || police, that there is no such thing asa physical | police force, through the Mayor whom they ere 
hild all personal responsibility, and a habit of looking || preventive police. Your preventive police is in |, to elect, and who is to nominate the police orce, 
ce. to the Government foreverything. Ifacontrary || your pulpit, and in your school-houses, and in | you lessen their interest in the government of this 
2 policy had been pursued, it would have created || the prompt administration of law. That is the | city. 
a a different people from that which exists in any || only preventive police. Why, if you intend to | ir. HUGHES. I understand the gentleman 
very other part of the United States. At first, the Pres- || have a preventive police of an amount sufficient | from New York to take the position, in effect, 
Ft ident ooparnies the Mayor; but after a while the || to protect all the members of Congress and all the || that the Democratic Administration is responsi- 
aad people ad authority to elect their own Mayor and | strangers and all the citizens of this place, from || ble, to a great extent, for this disorder. 
any their own aldermen and inferior officers. And in || injury, you would want a policeman to every sin- | Mr. THOMPSON. I have not said it. 
‘ast the tenth section of the act giving a charter to the || gle individual; and even then you cannot prevent Mr. HUGHES. I wish to say that it is very 
airs city of Washington, the power of taxation was || the deliberate act of the assassin, who chooses to | unfair to hold the President and the Administra - 
ey I limited to seventy-five cents upon the hundred | seek out his victim and murder him either in || tion responsible for disorders here, and at the 
tab- dollars. ; daylight or in the dead of night. Why, on this | same time deny to them the power to control a 
nize Now, sir, we had no complaints for a period of | principle the force proposed by this bill is not half || police to put them down. 
more than fifty years that the system of police or- || enough. If we are to have a preventive police | Mr. THOMPSON. I do not know that the 
cen. ganized by the Mayor and Common Council did || would assign the chief, as having the largest sal- | President has anything to do with it. I have 
the not work to the protection of the lives and property || ary, to the President to take care of him. I would | more respect for the President of the United States 
has of the citizens of this District. There was no dif- || assign the captain, with his $1,200 a year, to the | than to degrade him to the level of a police’cap- 
sion ficulties suggested onthesubject. Butaftera while, || Secretary of the Interior, because the recent ag- || tain, and to have his proclamation run, ‘1, James 
wn it was supposed, as the city enlarged, that Con- || gression on him shows that perhaps heis insome | Buchanan, President of the United States, and 
Jen- gress ought to do something; that, having a large || danger. And then here are four lieutenants—I | captain of the police of Washington.’’ I do not 
he of interest here, having immense bui!dings to pro- || would assign them to the guardianship of the Sen- | want to append a tail of that kind to his title. 
here tect, and extensive grounds that were adorned and || ate, as they are high in office and in character. Now, sir, I say that the people of this District 
ress autified, to take care of, Congress ought to do || Perhaps they would be sufficient for the protec- | ought to control the police force of this District. 
over Something by way of assisting the city authorities tion of the Senate. And then here are the hun- That is the principle on which I stand. If they 
5 as in the maintenance of an adequate police force. || dred policemen. If this is to be a preventive police || are not able to control that police force or to pay 
i at © consequence was, that the law which it is now || we would want two hundred and thirty-four—one 


Proposed to repeal in part, was enacted, giving an 


for each member of Congress. Each member of 


‘from Congress for that purpose. 


it, | would afford them the means by a — 
ut wou 
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have no divided responsibility; I would not have 
two organizations; I would have unity, consol- 
idation; and harmonious, not antagonistic, action 
on the part of the police officers. But the inhab- 
itants who live here, who have their property here, 
who have their wives, their children, and all their 
interests here—I would not relieve them from the 
responsibility of seeing that their city is well gov- 
erned, and turn it over to a police force under the 
authority of, and paid by, the General Govern- 
ment. 

Now, three various modes have been suggested 
of appointing this police force, provided the force 
is to be increased. My colleague from New York 
[Mr. Jonnw Cocunane] does not like the idea of 
submitting the election of these police officers direct 
to the people, because he is afraid that rogues 
would choose rogues to take care of the interests of 
the city. Well, if the idea thatthe people are ca- 
pable of governing themselves is a myth anda fal- 
lacy, let us discard it at once. In our towns, the 
people elect the constables and police officers of the 
town, as well as justices;and even in the State of 
New York, we have intrusted the people with the 


election of jadges; and the system has worked | 


well so far. For my part, | would not fiesitate, 
ifasystem of that kind were proposed, to give to 
the people the election of their police officers, just 
as they elect their Mayor and Common Council. 
Aithouch a man may be vicious himeclf, he has 
an interest in the body-politic. He admires vir- 
tue and courage and uprightness in the public 
officer. and he wants the protection of law. The 
probability is—and such fact has been demon- 
strated throughout the country—that the people 
will elect just as good men as would be chosen 
by other means. Suil, | would not be particular 
on that point. ‘The second, by the President, to 
which object. The third, by the nomination of 
the Mayor and approval of the Aldermen, which 
i deem the correct mode. 

It is said that there are three sources of the in- 
creased eriminality and vice in the etty of Wash- 
mgton, Some gentlemen say that these ro@dics 
who are about the parks, and in other parts of the 
city, rendering life tmsecure, have been brought 
here as applicants for office. Well, | think that 
thing may be reformed very easily. {f gentlemen 
whoare candidates for office, members of Congress 
or anything else, will not promise twenty meu the 
same Office, provided they work for their election, 
I think there would be very lie difficulty on that 
subject. If twenty men are promised the same 
office, the nineteen men who do not.get it will be- 
come exasperated, and will endeavor to get their 
pay in retribution and vengeance. A preventive 
police cannot remedy this diffieulty—that correct- 
ive hes with us. | suppose our side of the House 
will have but very little difficulty upon that sab- 
jeet, and the majority can reform, in that regard, 
whenever they please. It ts hardly necessary 
that Congress, or the city of Washington, should 
be put to the extra eXpense for the purpose of 
correcting an evil of that description, 

In the second place, reference has been had to 
the liquer establishments tn this place. The gen- 
tleman from Mississipm [Mr. Sincieron] went 
inte ap enameration of the number of liquor es- 
tablishments there were in this city, and | think 
he stated that there was one to every fifty inhab- 
itants. Where does the reformation of that evil 
lie? It hes with the people of this city. Are 
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they to keep open these rum-shops for the purpose | 


of corrupung the people, and then call upon us 
to organize and pay an additional constabulary 
for the purpose of preventing the disastrous ef- 
feots of them? Nothing can be more unjust and 
unwise. ‘lhe people can shut those places of pol- 
lution and crime, and thus, in a great measure, 


cut off the evils of rowd yism resulting from drunk- 
enness. 


In the third place, it is said that the courts are | 


inefficient; that the criminal judge of this city is 
inefficient and negligent in the discharge of his 
official duties. | am not acquainted with that 
judge, and | know nothing about him personally. 
Phat ws an evil which can be corrected in the 


proper way. But though you should have one | 


policeman to every member of Congress, and to 
every citizen of Washington, they could notcor- 
rect that evil. {t does not hie in the power of the 
lice force to correct the evil of an inefficient and 
ax administration of justice. 
I did not intend to say much upon this sulyect. 


| I wish now merely to suggest the mode in which 
I think all the difficulties of the bill of my friend 
from Virginia, [Mr. Goope,] the chairman of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, can be 
obviated. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


I would establish a system something | 
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said, had reached such a point of corruption that 
even an attemptat modesty and purity manifested 
|| in it would excite ridicule and contempt. 

|| Now, sir, I am not here to vindicate the char- 
| acter of this Administration. It does not need 





like this: I would have the whole police force of 1 any vindication at my hands. The shafts of tho 


the city of Washington subject to the nomination | 


gentleman from Massachusetts will fall harmless 


of the Mayor, with the approval of the board of || at its feet. I will not undertake to decide how 


Alderman or Common Council; [| would have the 
force a city force, responsible to the Mayor, and 
removable by him, with the consent of the bod 

with which 
and if the city is able to raise only about twenty- 
five thousand dollars for the purpose of paying 
the expenses of that force, I, for one, would agree 
to vote an additional amount of $50,000 from the 
public Treasury—double the amount the _ 
should raise—to enable them to maintain an efh- 


cient police force for the protection of life and | 


property in this city. 

Mr. GOODE. That is substantially the plan 
now in force in this city. 

Mr. THOMPSON. But the difficulty is, as 
they themselves claim, that those men who are 
in office are inefficient and vicious, and that the 
Mayor is notaproper person. I say that the cor- 


rection of that evil lies not in the police force, but | 


in the people themselves; and if they will not cor- 
rect it themselves, no increase of the police will 
be of any substantial benefit. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. But we cannot rely || 


upon the people. 


Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman says we | 


cannot rely upon the people. Has it come to that, 
that the people of the city of Washington are not 


capable of self-government, and are to be held in || 
a state of perpetual pupilage to the General Gov- | 


ernment; that theyare to have no-self-reliance, no 


self respect; that they are to exercise no political || 


privilege like the restof us? JT am unwilling to 
degrade whem to a level so low. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It has been repeat- 
ediy remarked that a large portion of the popu- 
lation of the city of Washington is of a floating 
character, and that is an additional reason why 


they cannot contribute more largely to the ex- | 


yxense of maintaining a police. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I obviate that difficulty by 
appropriating $50,000, double what the city con- 
tributes, for the purpose of enabling them to main- 
tain a police force. But you never can have a 
divided police which will amount to anything. 
It will be ** city mouse’’ or ** country mouse.”’ 
Why, this police under the General Government 
will feel that their dignity is much greater than 
that of the city police, and the system must work 
inharmoniously and in antagonism. I intend at 
the proper time to offer an amendment to this bill 
by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
embodying what Lhave shadowed forth in stating 
my views upon this subject. 

Mr. SCALES. 
now before the committee. 


lt is true, I am a 


member of the Committee for the District of Co- | 


lumbia, and concurred in reporting this bill. But, 
sir, this debate has taken such a range—so many 


things have been introduced into it—that I feel | 
called upon, asa member of that committee, to | 


give some of the reasons why we chose to recom- 
mend this bill to the House. I say [am surprised 
at the course which this debate has taken. Tam 
more surprised that it has assumed a partisan 
character. lt had hoped thata bill of this sort, in 
which we all feel an interest, or all ought to feel 
an interest, would at least be free from anything 
like party prejudice and party bias. Bat it seems 
that no bill can be introduced here, I care not how 
sacred the object, Leare not how pure its aims 
and the motives in which it originated, I care not 
how commendable the origin, but the charge is 
made that it is brought into being for party pur- 
poses. Is this a reason why the Administration 
should be assaulted upon this question ? Is this 
a proper bill to eall forth the denunciation of gen- 
tlemen on this flooragainst the Democratic party, 
or against anv party which might be in power? 
Yet, sir, thatis done. The gentleman from Mas- 


e acts; I would have a single head; | 


I did not intend, Mr. Chair- | 
man, to have anything to say upon the pene 


|, pure or how modest the sentiment uttered by the 
|| gentleman was; but, sir, 1 do undertake to Say 
|| that if its expression is as deficient in modesty and 
purity as it is in fact, then, sir, it has little in i, 
to redeem it from the contempt which, he says 
awaits the Administration. F 
Now, sir, what are some of the objections urged 
against this bill? It was said by the gentleman 
who was last upon the floor, by the gentleman 
from Texas, (Mr. Reacan,] the other day, and 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Qurr- 
MAN,] that it is anti- Democratic; that it is tram). 
ling upon the rights of the people; that it is sub. 
verting popular sovereignty. Trampling upon 
| the rights of the people! In what, sir? hat 
does the bill propose? To impair and infring» 
any right? Not at all, sir; but to aid the people 
| in preventing bloodshed, violence, and assassina- 
tion in thiseity. The inestimable and invaluable 
right of which we deprive them, is that we will 
not permit them to cut each other’s throats! 
|| But, sir, is it a subversion of popular sover- 
eignty? Ifitis, then I ask gentlemen who oppose 
it upon that ground to pass over the bill, and go 
back to the Constitution which gives Congress 
exclusive jurisdiction over the District. Yes, sir, 
| the Constitution of the country, for wise and good 
purposes, gives jurisdiction over this District to 
Congress. If the Constitution is anti-republican 
| and anti-democratic, then this bill is anti-repub- 
lican and anti-democratic. If the, Constitution is 
| not, then the bill is not either. But, sir, it does 
| not subvert popular sovereignty. Do we propose, 
I ask again, to take away any right from the peo- 
| 








| ple of this District? Not at all. They have had 
| in their hands the government and the regulation 
|| of the — of this city: how have they done it? 
'| Need I tell gentlemen the state of things which 
|| now exists In this city? Is there a man who has 
been here a day and a night who is ignorant of 
it? Crime stalks abroad; there is no law, or if 
there is a law, no power to execute the law. Our 
own sense of personal insecurity and danger proves 
that there is a necessity for some action on the 

art of Congress. The people will not do it; they 

ave the power, and yet nothing has been done. 
Is this state of things to continue and to be per- 
mitted by Congress? Are we to fold our arms and 
say that, because we will not subvert popular 
sovereignty, the people may go on and cut each 
other’s throats—not, as the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee said the other day, ‘* subject to the Con- 
stitution,’’ because the Constitution gives us the 
power to prevent it, if we dare to exercise that 
power. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Qurr- 
| MAN] says that we have as much right to interfere 
in any other-city where the General Government 
has a navy-yard or any other property. Cau 
that be so, sir? The Constitution gives us juris- 
diction over this city, but over no other city; and 
here we have exclusive jurisdiction. Sir, it is not 
| only our right, but it is our bounden duty. We 
| have all of us constituents who are interested 1 
| this city and in its government. It is theirs. 
| They have a right to come here, and whilst here 
| to be secure in their porsons and property. We 
| have the same right. The foreign ministers have 
| a right to be protected. Strangers from foreign 
|| lands have a right to be protected. Shall it be said 
|| here, in the capital of a great nation like America, 
|| here, under the very eye of Congress, and when 
|| we have the power in our handstto prevent it, that 
|| we are to sit by and allow this state of things to 
remain as a burning shame and lasting disgrace 
upon our escutcheon? Where is there a city 0 
any foreign land that is in the condition in which 
| the city of Washington nowis? = 

This bill provides that the appointing or 
shall be in the President of the United States. 


! 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 





' 
| 
i 
if 


sachusetts, [Mr. Comuns,] the other day, intro- | Gentlemen say that it will be used for partisan 


duced this kind of discussion, by using language 
in regard to the Administration which—without 
attempting to lecture him, or endeavoring to in- 
struct him in good manners —it struck me was not 


proper and courteous. The Administration, he |! the command of the Army and the appoinmen' of 


| purposes, and that the President is a party man 
| | and will a point some party favorite, without ref- 
| erence to S qualificauions, to be chief of 

| Mr. Chairman, the same a nt was 


lice. 
when 
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ministers were 
the United States under 
they were given to him. 
tution gives him posh Bo mes as that, we hesitate | 


oreign peage , ; 
for e Constitution. Yet, sir, 
And when the Consti- 


to give him—what? The appointment of a chief 
of police for sixty thousand inhabitants! 

[sitnot right that he should have it? He alone 
is responsible. The responsibility is undivided, 
and if he is influenced by personal or party con- | 
.\derations, Lask you to point out any other mode | 
of appointment that will be freer from those ob- 
‘ctions. If you will give it to a board subject to 
slection the responsibility will be divided; they 
will have the same attachments; they will be in- 
fuenced by the same personal considerations and 
tie same political biases and prejudices. If you 
adopt the proposition of the gentleman from New | 
York [Mr. Dopp] and constitute the board of two | 
Americans and two Democrats, or two Black Re- 
wublicans and two Democrats, you will have as | 
bad a system as you have now, if not worse; be- 
cause, occupy ing different political positions, hav- | 
ing diferent friends to reward and different views | 
to carry out, the members of that board will be | 
always antagonistic, and will never be able to do 
anything to promote the Bevic good. 

Mr. THOMPSON. That principle has been 
tried for some ten years in the State of New York 
in the election of our county assistant justices, and 
ithas worked harmoniously. The difficulties the 
gentleman supposes have not happened there. So 
also in reference to the inspectors of elections. I 
do not approve of that plan in this matter, but I | 


must say that the difficulties have not occurred to || 


which the gentleman refers, 
Mr. SCALES. If the gentleman does not 


approve of it, it was useless for him to interrupt || 


me to suggest a plan which he did not approve. 
These are difficulties which must suggest them- 
selves toeverybody, and ifthey have not occurred 
in a particular case, then that 1s the exception and 
not the general rule. 

jut the gentleman from New York says that 
you cannot accomplish anything by a preventive 
police. Why not? Is itnot notorious that there | 
are bands of armed men, murderers, robbers and 
assassins, Who are congregated here from every 
portion of the Union? We can see them at al- 
most every corner of the streets committing out- 
rages upon inoffensive and peaceable citizens. 
Now let it be known that there is a police force | 
scattered through the city with an efficient head, | 





and those bands will be broken up and driven || are bound to protect, to foreigners from every 


from the midst of this community, 

The only prevention, he says, is in the school- 
house, the pulpit, and the administration of the 
laws. I acknowledge, sir, that any permanent 
prevention of crime, any permanent promotion of | 
good order, must have its foundation on the prin- | 
ciples which the pulpit is intended to promulgate, 
and in the education of the people. I admit all | 
that; but have we time now to consider it, when 
the assassin’s knife is already raised to give the 
fatal stab, when murderers are at large, and the 
blood of innocent victims cries out for justice, and 
when we are admonished from every side to dis- 
charge the duty which is imposed upon us? Is 
this the time to talk about schools and pulpits ? 
Noman honors them more than I do, no man at- 
tributes more to them than I do as promoters of 
good order, but this is not the time for such con- 
siderations. We must legislate for the present; 


Suppose, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of the 
argument, that the President is not the proper ap- 
pointing power; suppose that he is disposed to 
use his power to promote party interests; suppose 
that, forgetful of his reputation, of his responsi- 
bility and of his high station, he should seek party 
ends alone; is there no guard provided in the bill ? 
The Senate-has the power to confirm or reject ap- 
Pointments. If the President be corrupt, is it | 
probable that the Senate will be corrupt too? Here, | 

| 





mark you, we place the power of appointing the 
chief of police where the appointing power is 


placed by the Constitution, and the appointment 
is made b 


and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, 


s it probable that the Senate would con- 
firm any man who should be appointed by the 


President without regard to his qualifications for 
the place ? | 
| 
| 





_ If, however, the chief of police be appointed as | 
indicated by the gentleman from New York, then 
the conflict of which I have just spoken will arise. 
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given to the President of || We must have a man placed at ce head of the || thing. 
f 
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ve this city an effi- 


The only way to 


police who is peculiarly qualified and who gives || cient police is by passing the bill reported by the 


evidence of his efficiency; and for this reason T am 
for leaving the power of appointment where it is. 
It impairs no right and deprives nobody of any 
privilege. It is doing what Congress has a right 
todo. Itis doing what should be done in this 
city to prevent further violence and bloodshed. I 
understand, too, that the auxiliary guafd which 
has been already provided by the Government for 


| this city, is now, as the gentleman from New 


York would have it, under the control of the 
Mayor, and what is the state of things which is 
resented tous? Isnotthe police utterly worth- 
ess, totally inefficient? 

I will say, in conclusion, that Iam not so wed- 
ded to this bill that I think it is incapable of im- 
provement. Gentlemen admit the necessity for 
some measure of the kind—that some such bill 
should pass; and [am willing to codperate with 
them in passing such fair measure as may be 
agreed upon which will secure the object we all 
seem to desire. 

There is one thing T had almost forgotten, and 
which I will notice before I sit down, and that is 
the argument of the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
Reacan.]} [ willconfessthat I was surprised when 
I heard it. I was surprised to hear hit charac- 
terize this bill as a money-spending scheme, and 
allege thatit was gotten up by lobby members. I 
know that my friend from Texas, whom I do not 


| see now in hisseat, did not reflect when he made 


that statement; for I know that he is not in the |! 
habit of saying here what is not intended for the |} 


House, but for home consumption, for the ears 
of the people. He says that it is a reckless ex- 
penditure. Evenso, which [ deny, is it not better 
to be lavish in the expenditure of the public money 
than reckless of the lives of our citizens? If we 


| 


have the power, it is our duty to restrain crime | 
and stay the hand of violence and bloodshed in | 


this Federal metropolis. 

I say again that I am sorry that party has been 
introduced into this question. It ought to have 
nothing to do with it. Llook at it through no party 


| spectacles; I view it in no party light; I look only 
|.t the interests of the city, the interest of Con- 


gress, and the interest of all concerned; I look to 
our public property, to our public buildings, to our 
public grounds, to the members of Congress, to 
the strangers who come here, to our constituents 


who resort here, to foreign ministers whom we 


land; I look to the keeping up the reputation that | 


this is a land of law and order, as well as an asy- | 


lum for the oppressed. 


Mr. KELLY. The proposition now before the | 


committee is this, that the police laws of this city 
are of sucha character that the citizens of this city 
have to ask Congress to alter them in such a way 
as to protect them from the murderer and the as- 
sassin. The bill, as reported by the gentleman 
from Virginia, proposes to give to the President 
of the United States the power to appoint the chief 
of police; and that that chief of police, with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Interior, shall have 
the power to appoint his subordinate officers. 


What is the amendment proposed by the gentle- | 
| man from Ohio, [Mr. Leirer?} 


| commissioners of police shall be appointed, and 


| subordinate officers and men. 
we must do something now. 1] 


salary 


that they shall have the power of appointing the 
He proposes that 
those three commissioners shall receive each a 
of $2,000. That is, in my opinion, an ex- 
enditure wholly uncalled for. My experience 


| in the city of New York has taught me that where 


you put the power into the hands of commission- 
ers to appoint policemen, they set about to see 


‘how they can bring about their own reélection. 


| Therefore that provision is, in my opinion, se- | 


riously objectionable. It is the great fault here 
that people have to contend with; and I under- 
stand that they are willing now to throw up their 
charter, given them by the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, for the reason, as they say, that they 
are not able to protect themselves against the 
criminals who infest the city. 

The amendment, as proposed by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Dopp,] providing for the 
sélection of commissioners by the people, is, also, 
in my_opinion, objectionable for the same rea- 
son. It will work in both ways. Menelected as 
Americans, will, of course, appoint Americans to 
Office; and vice versa, Democrats will do the same 


It is, that three | 


j 
! 


gentleman from Virginia. He places the power 
in the hands ofthe President of the United States 
to appoint the chief of police, and gives that chief 
of police power to appoint his subordinates, sub- 
ject to the control of the Secretary of the Interior. 
| The increased expenditure is not, in my opiu- 
ion, material, Congress already pays $19,000 for 
an auxiliary guard; and the Ma of the gentle- 
| man from Virginia proposes to increase that to 
| $100,000, and for that you will have such a force 
_as that no future complaints will be made. 

Mr. Chairman, in the various arguments that 
| have been made on this bill, all kinds of logic have 
| been brought to bear in favor of gentlemen’s dif- 
| ferent prejudices. The gentleman from Tennes- 
_ see, |Mr. Maynarp,] in discussing this bill yes- 
| terday, referred to a transaction which took place 

during a former Congress. He spoke of men who 
| earn their living by the sweat of their brow, as 
| *€a parcel of Irish waiters.’’ Now, sir, I do not 
think that that expression was called for. These 
men, whether Irish, or German, or belonging to 
| any other country, have the same rights under the 
| Constitution as American-born citizens. It is not 
to be said that, because these men were waiters, 
| they had not their independent rights and privi- 
| leges, as much as the Representatives of the peo- 
| ple on this floor. 
| Some other gentleman, in referring to the trial 
| which took place on that oceasion, spoke of the 
character of the judiciary of this city; and the 
| gentleman from ‘Tennessee took them to task for 
| insinuating that the judiciary of this city was not 
| the beau ideal of a judiciary. But I am not going 
| to prolong my remarks on that subject; but I tell 
the gentleman from Tennessee, and other mem- 


'| bers of this House, that the humble Irishman has 


his rights under the Constitution—naturalized as 
heis by your laws—equally with the native-born; 
and until he commits some act in derogation of 
| the true principles of manhood, it does not be- 
| come any gentleman to stigmatize him or speak 
| of him in such a contemptuous style. 
Mr. MAYNARD. ILask the gentleman whether 
| he calls in question any fact which I stated; and 
if he does, what fact, and in what way does he 


|| question it? 


| Mr. KELLY. No, sir; { question no fact. 1 
was merely commenting upon the gentleman’s 
| expression as to **a parcel of Irish waiters.” 
That is all. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Sranton,] in speaking on the subjeet of this 
| bill, attributed. the defeat of that great and hon- 
| ored statesman, who has long since gone to his 
| grave, (Mr. Clay,) to the manner in which the 
'| Empire Club of the city of New York was organ- 
| ized, and to the manner in which that election 
|| was conducted in that city. Let me tell the gen- 
|| tleman that I was conversant with all those facts, 
and knew every transaction which took place in 
New York in 1844. There was another club there 
upon that occasion, and it was a very objection- 
able one, because all the pugilists, all the fighters, 
and all the rowdies you could find, were brought 
together, by pay, by solicitations of whatever 
nature, and were formed into aclub in opposition 
to the Empire Club at thattime. Now, I ask the 
gentleman if he knows the man who had the honor 
of being the president of that club? 

Mr. STANTON. I know nothing in regard 
to that club, but I will inquire of the gentleman 
from New York whether the captain of that op- 
position club was réwarded with an office? 

Mr. KELLY. I will say to the gentleman that 
| he was frequently rewarded with an office, but I 
| am sorry to say that he got into a personal diffi- 
culty in New York, and was killed. 

Mr. STANTON. Who was he? 

Mr. KELLY. Bill Poole. 

Mr. STANTON. What Administration gave 
him office? 

Mr. KELLY. He held the office of collector 
of taxes, in the city of New York, for years. He 
| held the office of city inspector during Fillmore’s 

administration. He also held the office of lamp- 

lighter in the ninth ward. 

Mr. STANTON. I am obliged to the gen- 
| tleman for bringing such strong evidence of the 
| demoralizing tendency of politics when they are 
|| mixed up with clubs and frauds. 
|| Mr. KELLY. Let me say to the gentleman 
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that when both of those clubs were organized at 
that particular time, though there were violent 
men in both, neither one of those clubs used vio- 
lent means against citizens coming to the polls; 
and I defy the gentleman from New York or any 
other gentleman to show a case where a citizen 


in the city of New York was attacked by them | 


when going to the polls to exercise the right of 
suffrage guarantied to him by his country. That 
cannot be said here, for I am reminded of the 
transactions which took place in this city last 
June. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Quir- 
MAN] said, in his speech, that there was no vio- 
lence in this city; that he had traveled around on 
frequent occasions, in order to see if some one of 
these rowdies would not attack him. 
know that gentleman has displayed courage upon 
the batie-field, and adoael essential service to 
his country. No man doubts his integrity, his 
honesty, and his bravery; but had he been here 
last June, he would have met in the streets of this 
city that which no man desires to meet. I sawa 
body of young men from eighteen to twenty years 


Now, 1 | 


of age, driving men of thirty and forty years of | 


age before thein like sheep from the field, and firing 
their pistols among them indiscriminately; yet 
there Ma not appear to be, so far as I canbe see, 
courage enough in the citizens of this city to re- 
sent the outrage which was perpetrated upon them 
at that time. 

Crime, Mr. Chairman, in all cities, whether it 
be here, or in New York, or elsewhere, unless 
checked by the physical power of man, will con- 
tinually manifest itself. Some gentlemen here 
have argued that you cannot check it by physical 
force; that moral force must be resorted to. That 
is all humbug, for such a check amounts to noth- 
ing atall. Violence of all description will be com- 
mitted unless you have proper officers to prevent 
it. Then, in this case, you ought to organize a 
police force to meet this exigency, and to arrest 
the individuals who are in the habit of commit- 
ting crimes in your city. 

Now, this bill organizes an efficient police, under 
the jurisdiction of officers of this Government, 
who have the full control of it—a force which will 
be the means of protecting individuals who come 
here to transact business, as well as yourselves— 
for many of you admit that it 1s dangerous for 
you to liate your rooms at night, that you are 
afraid of encountering these marauders who infest 
the city. The force proposed by the gentleman 
from New York 1s objectionable for the reasons 
Ihave given. It appears to me that our Repub- 
lican friends upon the other side of the House are 
very partial to commissioners, if we may judge 
them by the acts they have committed in the State 
of New York. We had an efficient police in the 
city of New York, under the supervision of the 
chief magistrate of that city. The Republicans 
in the Legislature were told that it was not efhi- 
cient; and for the purpose of bettering ut, and in 
order—to use the language of gentlemen upon the 
other side, and the language of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Stantron}]—to give patronage to 


their party, they made a police forus. And what | 


has been the consequence? Since those commis- 
sioners have held office in the city of New York, 
I have not learned that a single individual of op- 
posite politics has been appointed upon the police. 


Che main objection upon the other side of the | 


House, in my opinion, arises from the fact that 
they suppose the chief of police who may be 
appointed by the President of the United States 


will be partial in his appoigtments, and will ap- 


point only partisans, or those who favor his polit- 
ical principles, as it is supposed the President 
will appoint a man who is of his politics. That 
argument, in my opinion, cannot hold good. I 


do not think it will be carried out; and I know if | 


I had anything to do with it I would not be par- 
tial at all. | would select men for their characters 
alone. 
able to do the duties of policemen, and of good 
moral characters, | would appoint them upon such 
grounds alone, without regard to politics. 

entiemen say they are afraid to trust the Presi- 


if | saw they were efficient, physically | 


THE CONGRESSION 


_ were no petitions sent to the Legislature asking 


whether his own party has not refused to repeal | 
the law—they having the power to do it, 
Mr. KELLY. No, sir, they have not the power | 
to do it. 
Legislature. We have endeavored to repeal the 
law but you have prevented it by your majority | 
in the Legislature. | 
Mr. EUSTIS. I have no desire to embarrass | 
the gentleman from New York, but I would like | 


to ask him how he reconciles himself to the idea of || 


taking away from the Mayor of Washington the | 
power of appointing the police, and at the same 
time complains that that power was taken away | 
from the Mayor of the city of New York? 1! 
should like to understand the rule of logic upon | 
which he bases his opinion. 
Mr. KELLY. In the case of the city of New | 
York it was entirely a different matter. There 


them to pass such a law as they passed. They 


passed it in defiance of many petitions, and of the || 
action of the Common Council of the city, who |! 
memorialized them against it. And when acom- |! 


mittee of the Common Council went to Albany, 


tlejohn, the chairman of the Committee on Cities 


| and Villages, ‘* why, there is no use of your com- 


ing here to memorialize the Legislature; you have 
a large party and large patronage; our party is 
weak in the city of New York, though strong in 


| the interior; we desire to build up a party there, 


| acknowledges that they have not power enough | 


| ing to throw up the charter. 
the President shall appoint the chief of police. | 


and the only way in which we can do it—for our | 
principles are weak with the people—is to passa | 


police law, and get the control of the appointment 
of the police under it.”’ 


But, as [ understand it, the Mayor of this city | 
has stated explicitly that he, and others who re- || 


side here, are willing to give up the charter. He 


to protect the interests of the citizens, and is Will- 


Upon the other hand, the Mayor and Common 
| Council of New York protested against the law 


passed by the Legislature; and forty-two thou- 


sand voters of New York protested against it, to 


but sixteen thousand Republican votes cast; yet, 
in the face of all that,the Legislature passed a 


law as detrimental and injurious to the interests || 


of the city of New York as that law is. 1 would 


_ask my colleagues, then, who make use of this 


argument about patronage, to look to our own 


| State first. 


Mr.EUSTIS. The House will judge for itself 
whether the question which I putto the gentleman 
from New York has been answered. The reason 


| that induced me to ask that question was, that I 


/in any lengthy remarks upon this subject, but | 


did not desire to take up the time of the House 


simply wished to explain my position in regard 
to it. While lam willing to vote for any increase 
of the police force which mey be necessary for the 
safety of the citizens and the protection of the 


| public property, I am not willing to destroy the 


principle which I regard as ore of the great prin- 


_ ciples of this Government, of the right of the peo- 


ple of the city to manage their own affairs in their 
own way. I do not understand—and the gentle- 
man from New York has not explained it setis- 


| factorily to me, nor do I think he has to the House 


—why it is that we here, assembled in this Con- 


| gress, are attempting to deprive the people of the 


city of Washington of thisright. Itis a matter 
of no consequence to me whether the Mayor of 
the city is willing that it shall be done or not. I 
do not think that the private wishes and desires of 
the Mayor of the city can weigh for one moment 
in the consideration of this question. Whether 


he is willing to give up this authority oy not, I do | 


not know, and I must say that 1 care not. The 
people of this city either have the power to govern 
themselves, or they have not. If they have, they 
ought to doit. If they have electe 


I say that it 


|| is a gross insult to the intelligence of the people 


But | 


ent. Well, we are afraid to trust them in the city | 


of New York. 

Mr. LEITER. I understood the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Ketiy] to say that the 
Republicans in his State passed a law forcing 
that regulation upon the city. I want to know 


_ to make him a mere chief of police. 


of Washington to say that er cannot elect a_ 
_ Mayor in whose hands 


ou can p 
ment of a few police officers. 

As for the 
think that it is an insult to him and to his office 
The Presi- 


dent has more to do now than he can attend to 


‘| satisfactorily to himself—I will not add or to the 


Your party still have the power in the || 


|, to give the city of Washington, in the first 
to protest against it, they were told by Mr. Lit- | 


Ile is willing that | 


persons to | 
office who do not carry out their mandates, let | 
them select others who will do so. 


ace the appoint- || 


resident of the United States, I | 
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country, because his term of office has not S 
pired. At all events, I am satisfied that be hin. 
self does not desire this. 
Mr. KELLY. The case of this city and that 
_ of New York are mee nag cases atall. Thj 
city is under the jurisdiction of the Federal Gor. 
| ernment; the President and Congress of the Uni. 
ted States are here; the ministers from foreign 
Governments are here; and the courts here are 
| under the jurisdiction of the Federal Governmen; 
| The only difference between the appointment of 
the police by the President, and their appoint. 
| ment by the Mayor, is this: the one is responsi- 
| ble to the Federal Government, and if he does not 
| carry out the law, can easily be reached; while 
_ upon the other hand, if the Mayor does not make 
| these appointments satisfactorily, the people can- 
| not reach him in the same manner. 
| I believe, sir, that the bill reported by the Com. 


| mittee for the District of Columbia is the best bij 
which has been presented to the House; and | 
hope it will pass. That is all I have to say, 
Mr.GRANGER. Mr. Chairman, this is a jj} 
l 
$75,000, which will ere long swell intoa half mil 
lion. 
Sir, I am against this bill. / 


why. 
| Ihave heard on this floor several valid objec. 
_ tions urged against the passage of this bill, and 
particularly from the honorable member from Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr. Quirman,] which, in my opinion, 
are conclusive. 

I have another reason which is alone sufficient 
to carry me against it. 

It is, that it is wrong to take from the Treasury 
the money that belongs to the whole country and 
give it to the city of Washington to pay for the 
expense of their police, a police that they are as 
much under obligation to furnish, as is any other 
town or city in the Union, if not more so. 

_ Arich and flourishing city of some sixty thou- 
sand inhabitants, if they cannot or will not pro- 
vide a suitable police to protect the persons and 
property of themselves and all others who come 
| and spend their money here, then, sir, it is high 
| time we adjourn to some other place that will. 
What right or claim have they, the people of 
| Washington, to this money ? 
|| _Is it because the Government of the country is 
| administered here, and by so doing a stream of 
| wealth is continually pouring into the city, the 
|, like of which is not done in any other city in the 
‘| Union? or is it because we have heretofore and 
are now spending untold millions to improve the 
city, to grade and pave and light its streets, and 
even to furnish its inhabitants with water at a cost 
of millions? yes, sir, literally at a cost of millions. 

All this has been done and is doing. 

And now it is modestly proposed that we shell 
out $75,000 to start with, under the head of police 
| arrangements. 

It is said we, the members, are in danger, and 
need protection against outside violence, and that 
|| we are to have a patrol guard of one hundred 
| picked men, controlled by a chief of lofty plume, 
| in whose veins runs not a drop of plebeian blood, 
or it would have been ‘* let out’’ long ago. 
| I guess if we behave, and keep the peace our- 
_ selves, nobody will hurt us. And besides, if we 
are really afraid, we had better hold back a com- 
pany of the Utah regulars. 

That would be a gain all round. 
| And as they are not wanted where they are 
going, it would be a saving anyhow. 

First, it would save the poor fellows from 
' marching their toe-nails off, ona wild-goose chase 
two thousand miles, to Utah... 

Then, their pay would be only eight dollars 4 
month and the captain forty, instead of fifty dol- 
lars a month and the captain $200, which the bill 
proposes to pay. 

And here, too, they could subsist on the twenty 
cent ration, and there on flour at seventy-five to 
one hundred dollars the barrel. 

Sir, if the habit of giving away the money of 
our constituents to the city of Washington 1s 8° 
|. firmly settled as to become a second nature, and 
the disease of so long standing and chronic that 
| it cannot be cured, then I suppose we must for 
| over. 

} Sir, it will not be done with my consent. 


| My constituents shall never have occasion to 


{ cannot vote for it, and I will briefly tel] you ° 
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ask me on my return home, how came you to do 
it? Sir, I cannot and will not vote for this bill. 

And | protest that this House has no right to 
give away the money of my constituents without 
their consent. 


Sir, | admonish you again that your Treasury | 


is empty; that you have no money to give away 
or trifle with, and that you need all your money 
to pay your debts. 

Mr. MORSE, of Maine. Mr. Chairman, I de- 
sire to make a few practical suggestions on the 
pill before the committee, and will begin where the 
eentieman from New York, [Mr. Ke.ty,}] who 
just taken his seat, began. He told us that the 
police laws of this city were of such a character 
that the people asked Congress to protect them. 
Now, sir, is thata fact? If this be so, I ask the 
ventleman why the city Council do not make bet- 
er police laws? They make the police laws, and 
it is their duty to make them as perfect as possi- 





ble. This bill you propose to pass is not a police | 


law. It is simply a law providing for a police 
may make. Thatisall. The making of the po- 
lice laws for this city belongs to the city govern- 
ment, and notto Congress. In the view taken by 


the gentleman from New York, itis simply aques- | 
tion of money after all. It is money to support a | 
olice they want, and not police laws. Theycan | 
provide the men, ifmen are wanted, and they have || 


themeans to pay them. All we have to do is to 


pass alaw to establish a police force, and to raise 
the money to pay a hundred men to execute the | 


laws already made, if pay we must. That is all 
it amounts to. 

Now, it seems to me that the remedy is in the 
hands of the citizens themselves. By the passage 
of this bill you do not make any better laws. Not 
atall. Butgentlemen may say there will be more 

romptness in the execution of the laws. This 
Swe much doubt, and will attempt to show 
why. 

[have serious objections to this Senate bill, and 
those objections are the very reasons which gen- 
tlemen offer in its favor. Thisisa Federal meas- 
ure. You make a national police—a thing here- 
toforeunheard of inthiscountry. You make the 
great political head of the nation the head of the 
policeofa smallcity. That is what you propose 
to do by this bill. The chief of police is to be 
appointed by the President of the United States, 
subject to removal by him at any time, and, of 
course, he will be under hiscontrol. He appoints 
the Secretary of the Interior, and you make the 
Secretary of the Interior appoint the captain, the 


lieutenants, and the one hundred men, all subject || but let the police be under their own control. | 


tohiscontrol. Hecan discharge them at any mo- 
ment. You will have, then, a police in this city 
entirely separated from the people You do not 


stop with placing the entire police force under the | 
control of the Executive; but the very regulations | 


which are to control the police are to be made by 
Federal officers. You do not allow the city gov- 
ernment to have the least interest in the matter. 
The regulations which are to govern the police 
are to be made by appointees of the President. 
Now, I say, that that is an entirely new feature 
inthisGovernment. You have got nothing like it 
in the present auxiliary guard, because the city 
has some control over that; but you propose to 
make this force entirely distinct from the city. 
Why, sir, I thought it was a recognized and 
settled principle in this country that we had a na- 
tional Government, State governments, and mu- 
nieipal governments, each having their recognized 
and distinct spheres of action, and which ought 
to be kept distinet from each other as far as pos- 
sible. But here you are making the political head 
of the nation the head of the police. You are 
destroying that harmony, that congruity that has 
heretofore existed in all these separate govern- 
ments of the country. You are destroying the 
great gee of American government by pla- 
cing this national police, this pretorian guard, 
under the control of the executive will, over the 
people ofacity. Sir, was itever intended by the 
framers of the Constitution, in givin Congress 
the control of the legislation of this District, that 
ongress was to control all the municipal regu- 
Hons and officers of cities, to appoint and con- 
trol all the officers of the cities in the District, 
and to make this great national Government the 
executors of municipal law? No, sir, I do not 
lieve any such thing; I do not believe that it 


la 











| 








was the intention of the framers of the Consti- | 


a police officer, or to place the municipal govern- | 
ment of this District under the control of the ex- 
ecutive department. 


The intention was that Congress should make | 
eneral laws for the District, but not municipal | 
aws and regulations, and require Federal officers | 


to execute them. The formation and execution 
of municipal laws in this country have, by what 


has grown into the common law of the land, been | 
everywhere left to the people of the municipali- | 


ties. Cities and towns in this Republic are pe- 
culiarly the children of the people, the schools of 


| democracy, and the real democratic institutions 


| of the country. 
learn self-government; they vote away their own || 


money; they decide how and where they shall 
make their roads; how ornament them; and how 


| much money they shall spend on them. They 


regulate their own safety and good order, their | 


take care of their poor; and wherever they are 


suabediiaisetaatae aiagaenens. || wise enough to have public schools, they vote the 
force to execute en 


money for their support. And above all, they 


morality and their security. 


| 


and property is in the hands of the people, and | 
if they do not feel the responsibility resting upon | 


them for their own security and good order, who 
will? The speedy establishment of order and 


| security, Mr. Chairman, is, itappears to me, the | 
| duty of the people of this city; and I, for one, | 
| have no idea of giving my vote to relieve them 


of that imperative duty, and thereby decide that 
they are totally incapable of governing themselves. 

I do not believe, Mr. Chairman, in all the highly 
colored accounts of dangers to life in this city that 
have been given here. No doubt there is inse- 


| curity, much disorder, and many desperate acts 


committed; I cannot believe that there is quite so 


much danger as gentlemen appear desirous of | 


having us believe. 
city unarmed in nearly all directions, for exercise 
awd health, and have never been molested; nor 
have I known a feeling of fear in my rambles; and 
I intend to go where and when I please, until I 
see more cause of danger than I am now aware of. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you are attempting to es- 
tablish two police forces; and this fact, of itself, 
is, in my judgment, an insupetable objection to 
this bill. ‘You are establishing a force outside of 
the city, and notin harmony with its people. You 
have another police force inside and under the 
control of the city. Now, if the people of this 


| city are so poor that they cannot take care of 


themselves, let us appropriate money for a police, 


| You are creating two opposing, antagonistic forces 





| 


| to keep up a rivalry with each other. 


now? 


I have wandered about the | 


How is it | 
r i | 
You have been told here that when one | 


of either force is making an arrest, an officer of | 
the other force may be standing within ten feet | 


of him, and will not aid in the slightest degree. | 
|| They belong to different departments. 


degree above the other. One belongs to the great 
national political power of the country, the other 
to a mere municipal corporation, elected by and 
responsible, as it should be, to the people. Let 
them bea unitif you would have efficiency. Place 


the duty of supporting and governing this police | 


force upon the people, as you should do, instead 
of keeping them in leading strings and in a state 


of pupilage. As long as you continue this policy, | 


they will lean upon the Government for every- 
thing, and shirk all the duties they can. 

As to the money, I am rather indifferent, al- 
though I do not feel disposed to vote away money 
from other sections of the country to sustain a 
police ~ a people who are as well able to main- 
tain that police as my own constituents are. But 
gentlemen tell us this isa floating population. Let 
us look at that. Here are men coming to this city 
to take the best offices of the country, and holding 
them generally for four years, and a large number 
for an indefinite term of years. They have to pay 
taxes for the support of med at home; why 
should they be relieved from doing the same here? 
If you have carried the taxing point up to the 
full limit allowed by the charter, amend the char- 
ter. Give them the same unrestrained power to 
tax themselves that other people in other sections 
of the country have. , 

While living is not much higher here, labor is 
higher than in other sections of the country. All 
these men have fair salaries; and certainly, if they 


One is a | 
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The security of life |, 
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; | wouftl each drop a cigar or a glass of liquor a 
| tution to make the President of the United States | 


day they could sustaina police. I am not will- 
ing in effect to raise their salaries by making other 
and distant people pay their taxes forthem. It 
is not for the want of means that they do not 
support an efficient and faithful police. But, Mr. 
Chairman, if you show me that we have not done 
enough for the city, I am willing to do more. I 
am willing to vote to sustain a police for them, if 


you will show me that they are really unable to 


sustain one themselves; for a police they must 
have. Butit does appear to me that if we have got 
to make appropriations for this city, they should 
be made for other objects than for the support of 
a police. You may pave their streets for them if 


‘ene of millions, and ornament the city with 
veautiful architecture, statuary, and paintings; 
but do not let us undertake the execution of police 
laws, and deprive the citizens of Washington of 
their municipal rights. Let them exercise the 
rights of American citizens, ard try to govern 
themselves. 

Now, I am willing here to say that [ have not 
that entire confidence in the political head of this 
country which would lead me to place this power 
unhesitatingly in his hands. We see thatall over 
this country, in every section of it, this spoils 
doctrine prevails. Why, talking about the city of 
New York, do we not recollect, but a short time 


/ago, when the citizens of that city, without dis- 


tinction of party, united to reform the city govern- 
ment,and nominated a Democratic Mayor against 
the caucus nominee, that because a distinguished 
Federal officer in that city took part on the side 
of the people in favor of reform, and against the 
caucus nominee, he gave offense at the White 
House, and was removed from his office? Now, 
a President who will thus interfere with the mu- 
nicipal affairs of the city of New York, will not 
be very likely to conduct the municipal affairs of 
this city without partiality. 

So it is everywhere, Mr. Chairman. This 
spoils doctrine has gone into the navy-yards, and 
the best workmen—American-born citizens—are 
made victims of that universal law of proscription. 
Wherever the Executive arm can reach, there 
you find that principle of proscription prevailing 
to a most relentless and tyrannical extent. Sec- 
retary Stanton, the acting Governor of Kansas, 
was made its victim and removed for a strictly 
legal act—calling the Territorial Legislature to- 
gether as a peace measure. He was performin 
his duty under the law, and I contend the Presi- 
dent had no right to interfere with or control him. 
Now, while this is to be the case, I prefer to trust 
the people at any time, rather than to put this po- 
lice force and the government of this people in the 
hands of the President. I have no desire to aid in 
bringing here a foreign pretorian — or gens 
d’armes to harass and lord it over this people. I 

| prefer to trust the people themselves, rather than 
such rulers. 
| 1 want to notice one thing more—the remark 
| which wag made the other be by the gentleman 
| from Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,] in speaking of a man 
| who was indicted for a crime, and was appointed 
| to office. In reply to the gentleman from Ohio, 
he asked if it ‘* Was a crime to be indicted by a 
| Black Republican?’’? That was all the reply the 
| gentleman had to make toacharge of such a grave 
character. He distrusts the honesty of a large ma- 
| jority of the people of this couniry; and comes 
| gravely before this House, and says that what- 
| ever charges may be made by these people are en- 
tirely unworthy of the people’s confidence. I will 
not quarrel with him about the justice or good 
taste of such remarks. If he is satisfied with the 
exhibition he made of himself, I certainly am. 
Then he proceeded to talk about Governor Rob- 
| inson, and made certain statements which I shall 
here take the liberty to notice, for it was not, as 
I understand it, a fair representation of the case 
as it occurred in California, although the gentle- 
man no doubt though: so. 
| The facts are simply these. A multitude of 
| people went upon lands near the city of Sacra- 
| mento under the same right that all people have 
| who squat, as itis termed, on our public lands. A 
| war was got up to drive them off. A large num- 
ber of them were gamblers and speculators, anp 
had not the slightest claim to the land occupied by 
the settlers. They wished, without claim, to take 
| it for their own use. Governor Robinson had no 











eens 


interest in any of thisland. He was called apon || met with opposition here. Under these circum- 


to aid in securing the rights of the settlers; and 
believing their cause just, he responded to the call. 
He took sides, as he always has, with the people 
against their oppressors; and with his aid the 
rights of the people were recovered, It is true he 
was indicted, but he was elected to the Legisla- 
ture, served out his term, and was never tried. 
The truth ts, his cause was just, and he was sus- 


tained by the people. ‘The gentleman said that the | 


next thing you bear ofhim he isin Kansas making 
mischief there Who was making mischief when 
his house was burned down, his library and fur- 
niture destroyed by mvaders, robbers, and incen- 
diaries; when there was no one to protect his prop- 
erty but his wife; and when it was done without 
any provocation on his part. Who were the mis- 
chief-makers when this same man was confined 
for months, guarded by armed ruffians, on false, 
or rather no charges atall, and could not persuade 
or drive his enemies to bring him to trial? He 
was kept imprisoned that his head and hands 
might not work for the freedom of Kansas. Were 
the gentieman to be told of all the doings of that 
man in Kansas he would find that his page of per- 
sonal history is as pure and unsullied as that of 
the gentleman from Viapinie himself, or any other 
assailant. 

Ll agree with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
STaNTON,]| that much of the cause of the low state 
of morals here and elsewhere, is owing to thisex- 
treme partisan action; and in thinking of it [ have 
sometimes thought it would be far better for the 
country to pass some law, if we could make its 
operation equal, that men should hold their offices 
during good behavior, instead of at the will and 
pleasure ofa partisanchief, that the country might 
be relieved from this terrible and increasing evil. 
It had better be so, though it might have the ap- 
pearance, perhaps, of being somewhat anti-Dem- 
ocratic, than to be running down and down as we 
have been, and now are, into the very dregs of po- 
litical corruption. 

But there are other causes of this state of 
things. Besides the free use of ardent spirits in 
this city and elsewhere, | have thought there is 
another cause quite as powerful, and which has 
as much influence over the peculiar character of 
the crimes to which it gave rise—that is the uni- 
versal practice of wearing arms, a practice grow- 
ing out of the dueling code. It may be traced 
to that at first. Men wear arms, they say, for 
their own safety. It tends to lessen the value of 
life im public estimation. It has now got into the 
hands of these rowdies, so that it is now getung 
to be quite ungenteel for a gentleman to murder 
aman. I have some hope, however, that this 
fearful state of things wall produce a reaction at 
last. 

W hat must be the remedy forall this? Iam not 
capable of giving ad vice upon that point, but I can 
only say if every man who feels his own personal 
responsibility in connection with this matter will 
set the nght example in himself, and abstain from 
wearing fire-acms, and from all kinds of violence 
and vice, it would react upon the community; for 
it is the every-day acts of you and me and of 
every gentleman upon this nom and elsewhere, 
however incousiderable they may appear, and 
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stances, we can hardly expect that anything will 
be done for the good order of the people of this 
city. I then introduced my substitute for the bill 
introduced by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 


_Goope,] the chairman of the Committee for the 


, cocted and sent out to the country. 


however small and minute they may be, that en- | 


ter into the great whole, and make up the account 
of every day’s transactions. They go into the his- 
tory of the country and reflect back upon the peo- 
pie. ‘The people take their examples from the 
ighest sources; and when we reform ourselves 
in these particulars, and, with all who hold influ- 
enual positions in society and pretend to desire 
reform, will hold up a conunued and unexception- 
al example to the country, | warrant you that 
reform will extend to every department of Gov- 
ernment and of society. 

Mr. LEITER. Wren the gentleman from Vir- 
gia introduced his bill, | thought 1 discovered in 
this House some disposition to have some action 


in regard to the matters of this District; but after | 
listening to the discussion that has been going on | 
from day to day, | confess | doubt very much | 
whether this House will be able to arrive at any | 


satisfactory conclusion upon the subject. The 
views of gentlemen appear to be as diversified as 
their views upon every other subject. One has 
a distrust of ope kind, and another has a distrust 
of a different kind; one finds one fault, and an- 
other finds another fault. All propositions have 


\\ 


District of Columbia. I did so because it ap- 
peared to me then that objection would be taken 
to that bill on the ground thatit would inaugurate 


‘an immense political machinery by which the || 
| rights of the people of this city would be sub- | 


verted. I mustconfess, sir, that | have my doubts 
of any good results following the adoption of that 
bill. It is a fact, standing upon every page of the 
history of your District, and almost upon every 
page of the history of your country, that politics 
and political organizations control, not only in 
this District, but in the country, all the municipal 
elections over the whole extent of our country. 
In view of this historical fact, what can we 
expect from a law which places the appointing 
power in the hands of the Chief Executive—the 
very man who stands at the head of one of the 
political organizations of the country? The sys- 
tem which he will be called upon to put in force 
will be a political machine that will be used for the 
purpose of advancing the interests of the party in 
power. My purpose in offering my substitute, 
was to obviate that objection, which, in my judg- 
ment,is a paramountone. ‘This city is the great 
resort of politicians. It is the place where every 
scheme of the schemers and politicians is con- 
For one, I 
could find no fault with the President if he should 
take ground with his political party. As party 
men, we have party feelings, and always fee! dis- 
posed to reward our political friends for services 
rendered, or supposed to be rendered in political 
campaigns. The President, having had a large | 
number of people of this kind doing valuable ser- 
vice for him, if not for the country, has all those | 
men hanging about him for the purpose of getting | 
places, and some of them seeking places under 
this very law. Why, sir, to-day the streets of 


Washington are filled with gentlemen marching || 


about asking members of Congress and others to | 
sign papers recommending them for chief of po- | 
lice, or captain of police, or for a lieutenancy. | 
W hen all this pohitical influence is brought to bear 
upon the Executive, I tell you he would be more | 
than human if he could withstand it. 

In the substitute which I offered for the 
pose of obviating this difficulty, | named three | 
commissioners. I proposed to name the commis- 
sioners in order to keep the matter out of the 
hands of the Executive, and to prevent, if possi- 
ble, any party machinery from becoming attached 
tothe system. But] find among all the plans and 
schemes that have been brought forward, that 
there will probably be no chance for my bill atall, 


and Ido not know that there is anything particu. || 


lar in it to commend it to the favorable consider- | 
ation of the House. 

The proposition of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Dopp,] to elect a board of commis- 
sioners, is, in my judgment, as objectionable as 
the planof the committee. How will you prevent 
these men from conducting the elections here in 
just such a manner as they have been conducted 
by them heretofore ? 
be brought to play? 
ment party machinery is applied to the system, 
that very moment it becomes corrupt. | 

I take it that it is conceded on all sides that we | 
have constitutional power to legislate for this Dis- | 
trict. 
proposition, or if he has, he has not expressed it. | 

f, then, we have the power, | say it is our dut | 
to act, and to act promptly and efficiently, oak. 
as far as we can, meanen for the punishment of | 
these men who are violating every law upon the | 
statute-book, and committing murderin the broad | 
day-light in the presence of members of this | 


But, sir, we have a duty to discharge, beyond 
merely providing a 


House, as has been said. 


lice or auxiliary guard for 








} 
| 
| 
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Will not party machinery || 
Why, surely; and the mo- || 


I believe no gentleman has doubted that |, 
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of the important fact that the city government re. 

| celvesa reward—a price—for licensing the Keepers 

_ of these dens ofiniquity. Sir, we can have no Zood 

| government here, and no good laws, while these 

places are permitted to be kept open; and I ¢alj 

_ the attention of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia to the developments which have bees 

made in this discussion. If it is right to sell ip. 

toxicating liquor, let it be sold as calico is gojq 

without a license. If it is wrong to keep open 

these groggeries, close them up; but do not erant 

them licenses, so that, by authority of law, the 

can go on and build up a system of crime, orga). 

| ized as it is in this city, so that men may violate 
the laws of the country with impunity. 

_ Much has been said eee in regard to the Mayor 

of this city. I have no controversy with the 

_Mayor. By what has been said upon this floor 
and by what we see every day upon the avenye. 

gentlemen can judge of the efficiency or ineff. 

ciency of that gentleman and his administra. 
tion. 

_ But, sir, it is apparent to every one that one 
great cause of all this trouble grows out of the 
fact that you have, in this city, a club or polit- 
ical association, called ** Regulators’? or “ States’ 
Hose,’’ or some such name. There is also an 
association—I do not know whether it is politica} 
or not—calied ** Swypers;”’ and nine tenths of 

| the troubles that we have had here have grown 
out of the difficulties between these two organi- 
zations, Which in any well-regulated city would 

/long since have been disbanded. I say that if 
the city government had discharged its duty, as 
it should have done; if it had been faithful to jts 


|| trust, it would have long since disbanded these 


_ruffian organizations, and driven them from the 
city. But instead of this, | am told that Amer- 
ican citizens have been removed from the navy- 

_ yard here, for the purpose of making room for 

these very border-ruffians; that men who were 

born in the District of Columbia, and have reared 
| up families in it, have been discharged, and their 
| places supplied by outcasts, the scourings of New 
=i Philadelphia, and Baltimore, who have 
been brought here to regulate the city. From such 
regulation God save my community! 
It is currently reported and generally believed 
that there are men employed in some of the Exec- 
utive Departments, as clerks, who belong to these 


|| regulators of the city’s morality; men who receive 
ur- || 


$1,600 per annum and upwards; and these are the 
men who are to give tone to public sentiment, and 
| who are to be the supervisors, by peculiar fitness, 
of the pulaic morals. ‘These are the very men, 
they who leave their offices at an early hour, and 
spend the rest of the day and night in grog-shops 
with the rabble who are committing these depre- 
dations we hear of upon the innocent and unoflend- 
ing. Several weeks ago I saw, on Pennsylvania 
| avenue, a man in the possession of a poe offi- 

cer, and a ruffian start up and plunge his bowie- 
knife into him; this, too, sir, at two o’clock in 
the afternoon. These things are of daily occur- 
rence, and no punishment has been inflicted. | 
believe on yesterday there was a conviction. It 
will be extraordinary news for the country, that 
in Washington a man has actually been convicted 
of a crime which he committed. It promises 
something; we are led to believe that some good 
may come out of this political Sodom. 

Mr. Chairman, it is our duty, as Representa- 
tives of the people of the United States, to act 
promptly and efficiently in regard to this matter— 
to do our whole duty, for upon our action depends 
the honor and integrity of the American people. 
| If we sit idly by when crimes of the darkest dye 
are committed, what record will it leave against 
us? I am therefore in favor of speedy action, but 
| not political, partisan action. Give me a plan for 
| securing peace to this community, some plan that 
_ will drive from its midst the ruffians that infest it, 
| and I will vote for it. In view of what has taken 
| place here and elsewhere in political organiza- 

tions, I can never consent to the proposition of 
| the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Goope. } 


| 


this city. We are advised by the gentleman from ‘| want full action, searching and effective acuon, 


Mississippi [Mr. Sincieron] that there are three |, 
hundred groggeries in this city—mere nurseries | 


for crime and licentiousness. So long as those | 
nurseries are permitted to be kept up, you may 
expect to have crime piled upon crime. No good 


but so long as we strike at the consequences, and 
do nothing more, these troubles will never end. 

want to do more. Let this committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia give the House an efficient bill 
—one that will close up every groggery, Stop the 


governmentcan exist in such a place. Weare fur- | entire system of granting licenses; that will extn 


s ti 


ther informed by the gentleman from Mississippi |) 


ish these corner groceries, very appropriately 
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